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A Catholic Monthly Devoted to 


Christian Unity and the Missions 


During the long years of its existence as a Catholic magazine, THe Lamp has 
provided for its readers every month an array of interesting articles on timely topics, 
supplemented by clean, wholesome fiction stories. At the same time the publication has 
maintained the two-fold purpose for which it came into being, namely: 


1. By the constant expositicn of the truths of Holy Mother Church to 
win the submission of all Christians to the One True Fold, the Divine Center 
of Unity, under the jurisdiction of our Holy Father, the Pope, as the Vicar 
of Christ. 


2. To propagate the Faith by rendering every possible support to the 
Mission Cause, i.e., by the education and training of laborers to work in 
the Lord’s Vineyard, and by encouraging our Catholic Faithful to be mind- 
ful in their charity for the various good works of the Church. 


We are anxious to build up the circulation of THe Lamp. It can be done easily 
if each present subscriber will cooperate by asking one or more friends to subscribe 


The subscription price of THe Lamp is one dollar per year or twenty-five dol- 
lars for life. Single copies, ten cents. 


Remittances should be sent by post office or express money order, bank draft or 
registered letter. Please be careful to state what the money you send is for; whether 
it is a renewal, a new subscription, or a donation of some sort. 


MatuisctiptsWe atcept no responsibility for loss of manuscripts sent to us, or 
for their feturrt if ‘smemmgenied by return stamped addressed envelope. 


ite : ‘Address editorial communications and subscriptions to: 


“THE AMP: Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 
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“For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace and for the sake of 
ae Jerusalem I will not rest until the JUST ONE comes forth as 
»| BRIGHTNESS, and her SAVIOUR be lighted as a LAMP.” 
Isaias LXII, 1. } 
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THIS MONTH 


LY 


Our Cover this month portrays the 
beauty of the High Altar of St. Onofrio— 
our Church in Rome. The picture was 
taken some time ago by Fr. Roger Mat- 
zerath, S.A. who is studying at the Gre- 
gorian University for a degree in Sacred 
Theology. Fr. Roger contributes most of 
the pictures we print from the Eternal 
City. 

Accompanying the picture is a critical 
appreciation by Fr. Salvator Butler, S.A. 
Fr. Salvator himself is an artist of note. 
Before he joined the Society he spent sev- 
eral years in Europe, studying and per- 
fecting his technique in Rome and Paris. 
Shortly before he was ordained he taught 
in the Art Department of the Catholic 
University of America. His own works 
include decorations at Graymoor and the 
murals at the Atonement Seminary in 
Washington. At present Fr. Salvator is 
back in Rome, Editor of the English Lan- 
guage edition of Unitas, a review con- 
cerned with the work and problems of 
Christian Unity. 

* x . * 

In the countries under Communist con- 
trol the persecution of the Church still 
goes on with unabated fury. Under such 
conditions as exist there Catholicity would 
be totally crushed and eradicated if our 
Church were not founded and sustained by 
God’s Almighty power. Calling upon the 
testimony of history, Fr. Cuthbert Micali 
explains the doctrine of the Church’s 
‘Unconquerable Stability’ by showing 
that the Church has passed through vio- 
lent persecutions in the past, always to 
emerge more glorious and strong, firmly 
founded on the Rock of Peter. 

Fr. Cuthbert is the Chaplain of the State 
Hospital in Saranac Lake, N. Y. 

* + * * 

For the benefit of the clients of the 
“Finder of Lost Things,” St. Anthony, 
we inaugurate a new department, or rath- 
er we restore an old one. Bro. Benet 
Fitzgerald S.A. who will conduct “At the 
Feet of St. Anthony” has spent most of 
his years here taking care of the many 
letters that come each month, petitioning 
the help of St. Anthony in our Perpetual 
Novena. 

* * + * 

With ‘Sursum Corda’, Fr. David Gan- 
non, S.A., completes his series of articles 
on our new College at Montour Falls. As 
editor we wish to express our apprecia- 
tion to Fr. David. His interesting story 
was written under great difficulties be- 
cause his many duties, conferring with 
architects, deciding on materials, choosing 
colors, and inspecting and approving the 
final results, left him scant leisure for 
writing. Fr. David is the editor’s delight 
—a writer who gets his copy in at least 
ten days before the dead line. 

* « . * 

The pen and ink sketch that illustrates 
the article on St. Benedict the Moor was 
done by Bro. Maurice Matthews, one of 
our Theologians now studying at Wash- 
ington. 














Ju Focus 


Anti-Catholic bias has its seasons of rise and de- 
cline. It has proven to be a time-tested common de- 
nominator and rallying cry for 

ANTI-CATHOLIC many fomentors of bigotry. Lib- 
BIAS erals and Communists those 
who aim to take revealed reli- 

gion from out of man’s life—have found it a useful wea 


pon. Its standard stock-in-trade is the oft-repeated and 





horrendus litany of anti-Catholic epithets: “Rome and 
foreign power,” “despotic and undemocratic rule,” “un- 
ion of Church and State,” “Catholic censorship,” “a 


foreshadow of future Catholic control in America,” and 


There are several hazards in dealing with these 
spasmodic campaigns, and perhaps their promoters in 
tend it to be so. First of all, our silence 

SOUND might be construed by some as agreement, 
AND or at least, as indifference. Then again, 
FURY these attacks mi 
and fury, signifying nothing. After an 

hour upon the stage, they are no more, unless—and this 





sht be but passing sound 


seems to be the “‘cl 


iain reaction” hoped for by their pro- 
ponents—unless the fever of hate has been contracted 
and passed along. Perhaps their plan is to hang around 
and profit by any ensuing confusion. In the past, ex- 
posure of such organizations led to their gradual extine 
tion. Thus it was that many honest Protestants with 
drew from organizations like the Knights of Luther, or 
the Ku Klux Klan after the facts concerning personnel 
and motives had been brought forth into the light of 
day. 
The most recent effort to arouse the sleeping dogs 
of intolerance is a movement called the POAU, “Pro- 
testants and Other Americans 
AROUSING United.’ Note the sweeping title. 
INTOLERANCE How all-inclusive! The psychol- 
ogy seems to be: “If you attack 
this organization you are attacking not only its leaders 
but all Protestants (even those next door neighbors you 
have known so long and so well), and more than this— 
you are hitting ‘other Americans’; and beware! they 
are united.” Actually it may represent only a handful 
of professional agitators. 
Who are the sponsors of the POAU? They are 
chiefly left-wing clergymen who can be thumb-nailed 
as follows: a) Bishop Oxnam, 
LEADERS OF Methodist Bishop of New York, 
THE PROGRAM who visited Russia as a friend 
some years ago; recently presi- 
dent of the Federal Council of Churches, and now 
chosen to tour the country from coast to coast and deli- 
ver anti-Catholic lectures. b) Dr. L. D. Newton, presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention, author of the 
booklet entitled “An American Clergyman in the So- 
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viet Union,” published by the American Russian | 
stitute and distributed by the Communist Party. c) Dr 
Charles Clayton Morrison, praised by the magazine 
Vew Age for “taking a position that is anti-Roma 
Catholic.” d) Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, member 
the initiating committee of the Communist-front “Cj 
Rights Congress,” which put up bond for Red leader 


mentioned 


in a report issued by the House Committe 
on un-American activities. e) J. 1. Dawson, forme 
editor of The Baptist Standard, who in May of this 
ear stirred the Southern Baptist Convention in Oke 


] 


homa City to pass a resolution denouncing the Vaticar 


ind the Catholic B hops of the United States. f) Wi 





i. Givens, Executive Secretary of the Na 





ation Association, who urged the teachers 
nation to write to Congress protesting any Federal A 
Bill which might even indirectly help children in nor 
public schools. 
This movement plans a national Protestant news 
paper. In cooperation with the Southern Jurisdictior 
of the Scottish Rite Freemasonry 
GREAT PLANS _ the American Association for the 
Advancement of Atheism, and the 


American Society of Freethinkers, they are using the 





old sling-shot with various and sundry new kinds 
pellets. We can see the handiwork of some of the above 
groups in the cases made against 1) Myron Taylor's 
appointment as presidential representative at the Vati- 
can; 2) religious instruction on released time; 3) Sis 
ters teaching in public schools of New Mexico and 
North Dakota; 4+) bus transportation and public healtl 
aids for parochial school children, and so on. 
The thesis propounded by the torchbearers of this 
new crusade is not a new one. It claims that the Cath 
olic Church is against Twen- 


FOLLOWING THE | tieth Century America. Sim 


COMMUNIST liarly the Communists i 

PATTERN Czechoslovakia are claiming 
that the» Church is against 

Twentieth Century Czechoslovakia. The _ thesis 


mouthed until it takes on the grandeur of an infallible 
statement made by despots who regard the State as the 
absolute source of all rights, whether of religion or d 
education. The logical conclusion of this thesis is this 
Religion and education must be strait-jacketed and har 
nessed to the chariot of a supreme state exercising over 
all uniformity and substituting a man-made religion fot 
that of Christ. 

Is this plan democratic? Certainly not. Will 
lead Americans of good will into a trap of fear? No, 
not if Catholics are ready to champion the cause 0 
truth and freedom at an hour when truth and freedom 
are receiving such murderous blows throughout the 
world, 
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ENTURIES before Christ, King David uttered 
his strange-sounding prophecy, “Why have the 
Gentiles raged, and the people devised vain 
things?” (Ps. 2) He was speaking primarily of the 
enemies of the ancient Hebrews, who were constantly 
waging war on the chosen people of God; but also of 
f all time, who are opposed to the Al- 
mighty. Thus he continues: “The kings of the earth 
stood up, and the princes met together against the Lord 
and his Christ.””. How true this has been in the history 
f the Church in this Christian era; how true, in fact, 
f this present day, in which the Communist is engaged 
in his blood-red persecution of the Church of Christ. 

Since the day on which Our Lord promised the 
Apostle Peter that he should be the rock--foundation 
f the Church on earth, against which the ‘Gates of 
Hell’ would never prevail, the enemies of that Church 


the enemies < 


have been many and great, and they have plotted and 
But 
the Church has been greater than all these, and her 
enemies have come to rue the day they rose up against 
her, 


planned her overthrow in every conceivable way. 


For nineteen centuries she has gone serenely on, 
weathering every their hell-in- 
sired schemes, fulfilling at the same time the psalmist’s 
stern prophecy: “Thou shalt rule them with a rod of 
ton, and break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 


storm occasioned by 


Today the Church faces another and greater en- 
my; one that completely fulfills the psalmist’s descrip- 
tion of the nation that was to strive against the Citadel 
{ Christ. That enemy is Communism. It is found in 
Russia, and throughout the world wherever Russian 
control extends. 

Atheistic by its very nature and essence, Commu- 
tism is diabolically opposed to religion. Its adherents 
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fave used every brutal and merciless means to crucify 
the love of God in the hearts of men. In the very 
first days of the October Revolution of 1917 they en- 
graved Marx’s blasphemous slogan, ‘Religion is the 
pum of the people,’ on the walls of the chapel of the 
lerian Virgin in Moscow. They defiled churches and 
uppressed religious orders. They killed priests and 
tuelly tortured the faithful. They imprisoned and con- 
iemned to a slow death in the salt mines those whose 
ily crime was worshipping the God who had given 
them life and salvation. They are determined at this date 
carry out their Godless program at all costs—even at 
he cost of what seems inevitable, if they keep on—a 
lst and terrible conflagration, which will engulf the 
whole universe in atomic destruction. 


Not Even the Gates of Meoscou! 


By Cuthbert Micali, 8.A. 


Communism is not only a threat to God and His 
Church, but to the whole world as well. Ascendant in 
the East, this modern exponent of ruthless force and 
coercion threatens every stable institution in the way 
of her advance as she steadily sweeps toward the At- 
lantic. At her martial approach the nations of the West 
have trembled and banded into alliance. How anxiously 
do we not wonder if the combined resources of all these 
nations will be sufficient to halt this dreadful advance! 

But as the red tide sweeps on, one power at least 
is ever at hand to confront it. Ever braced in the ex- 
panding Russian path, indeed, is the Catholic Church— 
Church of the ages—the Kingdom of God on earth. 
Great and beautiful, Spouse of Christ, the Church bars 
the path, and almost alone dares to say to this modern 
usurper of the Divine authority: ‘Thou shalt not!’ 

The Mindzenty case shows the lengths to which 
the Communists will go in their efforts to crush oppo- 
sition. The brutal treatment of the stalwart Cardinal- 
Archbishop of Hungary at the hands of the Commu- 
nists in the infamous ‘acetone-trial,’ shocked even our 
secularist world. Men felt that human treachery had 
reached a new low. But the un- 
perturbed. They had got away with the public fram- 
ing of Archbishop Stepinac in Jugoslavia at an earlier 
date; why stop now with Mindzenty in 


Communists were 


Hungary? Even 
at this moment, the same tactics are 
toward the removal of another true 
staunch patriot, as Archbishop Beran 


being employed 
churchman and 
finds himself a 
prisoner in his own palace at Prague, while the Com- 
munists there guage public opinion, and contemplate 
the most appropriate means and propitious time for 
ridding themselves of yet another champion of freedom 
and liberty. 

The recent sentencing of Fr. Alois Fajstl in 
Czechoslovakia overwhelmed us with a new feeling of 
horror and resentment at the injustice of it all. This 
heroic priest was presumably found guilty by one of 
the so-called ‘people’s courts’ for applying the Vatican 
censures pronounced against active Communists. It 
seemed that centuries were rolled back—centuries of 
progress in human justice—as we heard of the base at- 
tempts made by his judges to force him to violate the 
confessional seal. For his brave refusal to yield to his 
fiendish tormentors, and thus deny the Christ Who sent 
him, this modern martyr-priest now languishes behind 
prison bars, the victim of the spreading Communist 
tyranny directed against Our Lord and His Church. 

Thus the desperate character of the present strug- 
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gle is evident. Indeed, if Catholics did not firmly be- 
lieve that Christ will preserve the Church against its 
enemies throughout the ages, they might be pardoned 
for concurring with those pessimistic members of the 
secular press, who speak in terms of our ‘unsuccessful 
war’ against Communism. 

3ut the Catholic is not dismayed. He knows that 
the just must suffer persecution, ‘that they may be tried 
as gold.’ Did not Christ foretell it? Did He not warn 
His chosen Apostles of its imminence, telling them: ‘If 
they have persecuted me, they will without doubt per- 
secute you.” 

The Church may, and doubtless will have to suf- 
fer a great deal more before the storm of Communist 
fury abates. There will be other Stepinacs and Mind- 
zentys, basely convicted by mis-named ‘people’s courts’ 
because of their refusal to surrender to the Communist 
betrayal. But the Church will not die. The Church 
is of Divine origin and cannot die. The promise of 
Christ to be with His Church to the consummation of 
time is her guarantee. If the ‘Gates of Hell’ can nev- 
er prevail against this Church, how can the gates of 
Belgrade, Prague, Budapest,—or even of Moscow or 
Leningrad—ever be given the victory? 

The simple truth is that the Church against which 
the Kremlin’s vicious agents now conspire—the Cath- 
olic Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ—can never go 
down in ultimate defeat. Such is the meaning of Cath- 
olic theology, which teaches that this Church is un- 
conquerably stable; that she can never succumb to her 
enemies, because Christ is with her. This teaching 
takes cognizance of all those many forces, whether 
internal or external, which would normally terminate 
the existence of any institution on earth within a cer- 
tain space of time. But the Church has actually re- 
sisted all the forces of disintegration which have beset 
her in a long and eventful history. This would be as- 
tounding if she had weathered the centuries without 
any opposition; but when we consider the active oppo- 
sition of innumerable foes during nineteen hundred 
years, in which the most powerful nations and even em- 
pires have tried to encompass her ruin with fire and 
sword, imprisonment, exile and death, we see that her 
survival is nothing short of a veritable miracle of the 
social order. 

This astonishing power of the Church in resisting 
the ravages of time as well as the hostile forces ar- 
raigned against her has evoked the admiration of many 
outside the fold, leading those with the ‘seer’s vision’ 
to sing her praises in immortal verse and prose. Most 


tution is left standing which carries the mind back 
to the times when the smoke of sacrifice rose from 
the Pantheon, and when cameleopards and tigers 
bounded in the Flavian amphitheater. The proud- 
est royal houses are but of yesterday when com. 
pared with the line of supreme Pontiffs. That line 
we trace back in an unbroken series from the Pope 
who crowned Napoleon in the nineteenth century, 
to the Pope who crowned Pepin in the eighth; and 
far beyond the time of Pepin the august dynasty 
extends till it is lost in the twilight of fable. The 
Republic of Venice came next in antiquity. But 
the Republic of Venice was modern when com- 
pared to the Papacy; and the Republic of Venice 
is gone, and the Papacy remains. The Papacy re- 
mains, not in decay, not a mere antique, but full of 
life and youthful vigor. The Catholic Church is 
still sending forth to the farthest ends of the world, 
missionaries as zealous as those who landed in Kent 
with Augustine, and still confronting hostile kings 
with the same spirit with which she confronted 
Attila. The number of her children is greater thar 
in any former age. 

“Her acquisitions in the new world have more 
than compensated for what she has lost in the ol 
Her spiritual ascendency extends over the vast 
countries which lie between the plains of the Miss- 
ouri and Cape Horn. Nor do we see any sigt 
which indicates that the term of her long dominior 
is approaching. She saw the commencement of 
all the governments and of all the ecclesiastical es- 
tablishments that now exist in the world; and w 
feel no assurance that she is not destined to see 
the end of them all. 
before the Saxon had set foot on Britain, befor 
the Frank had passed the Rhine, when Greciat 
eloquence still flourished in the temples of Mecca 
And she may still exist in undiminished vigor when 
some traveler from New Zealand shall, in the midst 
of a vast solitude, take his stand on a broken arch 
of London Bridge to sketch the ruins of St 
Paul’s.” (History of England) 

Thus has Christ’s promise been confirmed in his- 


She was great and respecte 


tory—confirmed, as one writer puts it, ‘In the face 

persecutions that would have uprooted any society that 
was not of divine origin or not governed by rulers en- 
joying divine protection.’ Nineteen hundred vears be- 
fore Macauley wrote the above passage, Jesus Christ 
had singled out the simple Galilean fisherman, Simon 
the son of John, to make him that glorious promise, 
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famous perhaps of all these tributes is the following which we find so singularly verified in the events 0 The 
well-known passage from the pen of Thomas Babing- history: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock | wil ‘He who 











ton, Lord Macauley, renowned English historian of 
the last century, who tells the world: 
“There is not, and there never was on this 


build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” (Mt. 16:18) 
We do not expect the Communists to be impresse¢ 
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earth, a work of human policy so well deserving by such things. They do not believe in miracles—s0 remark 
of examination as the Roman Catholic Church. cial or otherwise. As for the eloquent tributes of Eng- the Alli 
The history of that Church joins together the two lish historians, these can be dismissed as further ev mediato: 


great ages of human civilization. No other insti- dence of ‘Bourgeois’ excesses; ‘Capitalistic propagal 
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lo their minds, warped by materialistic thinking, 
there can be no supernatural explanation of the Church 


” 
da! 


or of anything else. Does the Catholic Church exist 
today in the twentieth century despite all the attacks 
made upon her? Then, the forces opposed to her have 
not been strong enough; nct sufficiently determined to 
crush her out of existence. 

This is the attitude of the conqueror, the bully, the 
wielder of force. Human nature does not change. Men 
are the same today as they were vesterday, and as they 
In Stalin the Com- 
munist leader, we note the same arrogant attitude which 
motivated the Church’s adversaries from Julian the 
Apostate to Bismarck or Mussolini. We feel morally 
certain that the Lord of the Kremlin will meet the same 
lamentable end. 

Is it not amazing that dictators like Stalin, Tito, 
Gottwald, and others of their kind, persecuting the 
Church today, learn nothing from history? 
has been repeated over and over again, of how the 
enemies of Christ have failed in their evil designs on 
the Church. How truly the attacks of the most venge- 
ful of her foes have left her fundamentally unharmed, 
while they themselves have almost invariably suffered 
ignominious ends. The Church is unconquerable, and 
nothing which her persecutors can possibly do to hurt 
her, can ever bring the Bride of Christ down into the 
dust of humiliation. ‘Why have the gentiles raged?’ 
chanted the psalmist ages ago. 


will be a thousand years from now. 


The story 


Why, indeed, we can 
only answer, save that they have succumbed to the folly 
of their own conceit, which Christ in His 
might, must infallibly bring low. Truly, He shall “Rule 
them with a rod of iron; break them in pieces as the 
potter’s vessel.” 

Nevertheless, the present Moscow-directed per- 
secution exceeds anything in scope and intensity the 
Church has yet had to deal with. In his timely pam- 
phlet on the Church, the Rev. J. H. Murphy well says: 
“From the early days of Christianity, when the Roman 


adorable 


emperors looked upon this new religion as treason, 
sought to erase the name of Christ, and partially suc- 
ceeded in driving His Church from the face of the 
earth into the abyss of the Catacombs, there has perhaps 
never been a time when Christ and His spouse, the 
Church, were so violently persecuted by civil powers 
as in the present day.” Be that as it may, their ulti 
mate fate must be the same, inasmuch as Christ will 
triumph. Stalin may strut for the moment upon the 
stage of life, as Nero and Diocletian, Hitler and Mus- 
solini have done before him. He will live only to join 
them in notorious infamy. 

There is a famous French proverb which says, 
‘He who eats the Pope, dies.’ Thought-provoking sen- 
tence indeed. Would not Joseph Stalin himself do well 
to ponder the significance of its words? This relentless 
tyrant is doubtless at the present time glorying in the 
temark he is credited with uttering in the presence of 
the Allied chiefs who suggested Pope Pius XII as a 
mediator of their difficulties at the end of the war. 
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“The Pope?” responded the Russian dictator, “How 
many divisions does he have?” The irony in his voice 
was unmistakable. 

Napoleon Bonaparte once made a remark like that. 
3ut then Pius VII had been his prisoner, suffering 
many indignities at the hands of this great lord of earth. 
But a few years brought a radical change of fortune. 
When news was brought to the French commander in 
chief before the start of his Russian campaign, that 
Pius VII had placarded the Corsican’s excommunica- 
tion sentence all over the city of Rome, Napoleon is 
said to have responded with a cool contempt that would 
do Stalin justice: “Does the old fox think that his ex- 
communication will make the muskets fall from my 
soldiers’ hands?” Not being a prophet, the French 
military genius could not foresee the future. But we 
in retrospect know exactly what happened, for it is his- 
torical fact that the muskets and field pieces, and all 
the weapons they possessed, actually did fall from the 
frozen hands of the soldiers on the ignominious retreat 
from Moscow. In the end, as Napoleon lay dying in 
exile at St. Helena, that same Pope Pius VII, whom 
he had abused in an earlier day, was at the same mo- 
ment celebrating his feast day at Rome in triumph. 

Long ago the early Christians bore witness to 
Christ in the catacombs of Imperial Rome, where de- 
instant torture and death. 
triumphant and heroic was their faith, that the ebullient 
Tertullian—Christian apologist—gave voice to those 
trenchantly famous words: “the blood of martyrs is 
the seed of Christians.’ The spirit of those Christians 
is renewed today in the thousands who maintain their 
loyalty to the same Christ in the Russian Underground. 


tection meant So strong, 


The Communists may strike with the latest weapons 
and the insidious torture. But the 
Christians will be victorious because they fight for God 


most means of 
with spiritual weapons, against which atom bombs and 
all modern weapons are futile. 

By the sufferings of today’s priest-fugitives, sec- 
ularized religious, and hounded people, the faith will be 
renewed and the Church of Christ restored to her pris- 
tine glory. The Sacrament will carried 
aloft in victorious processions, as Christ is honored as 
King and Conqueror of the rebellious nations. Men 
with peaceful hearts will renew their devotion to the 
Virgin Mother of God with hymns of praise to this Im- 
maculate Queen. While to the Triune God, immortal 
and invisible, paeons of praise, honor, and benediction 
will rise like incense from the hearts of the populace. 

A pledge of this happy outcome is contained in 
the events of these times. Our Lady of Fatima appear-- 
ed in Portugal in 1917. She prophesied the doom of 
Communist Russia. Calling upon all the faithful to 
offer prayer and reparation, she told the three favored 
children of her Fatima apparitions that if men would 
return to God Russia would be converted, and her own 
Immaculate Heart would triumph in that wayward land, 
bringing hope and courage to the faithful of the world, 


Blessed be 


and peace at last. 


The Church of St. Onofri 


OR centuries the memorable 

Church of St. Onofrio has 

been making friends for itself 
through its atmosphere of spiritual 
repose and inspiration. Through 
the fame of the great names inter 
woven in its history and through 
the artistic splendor enclosed within 
its unassuming walls it has gained 
admirers in many lands. 

t does not vaunt its glories. In 
fact the general impression as one 
approaches it is rather that of a 
forgotten little hermitage chapel. 
One would expect to find it way 
off somewhere in the seclusion of 
the hills. Once it was actually in 
the open country well outside the 
walls of Rome. 

The Convent was built early in 
the fifteenth century by Blessed 
Nicholas da Forca Palena, founder 
of a new community—the Hermits 
of St. Jerome, or the Jeronomite 
Fathers—as a place of prayer, pen- 
ance, and recollection where his sons 
in religion could reap the graces of 
solitude. The Church connected 
with the convent was dedicated to 
St. Onofrio (St. Humphrey), the 
son of a Persian King who as a 
youth relinquished all honors and 
riches and went into the desert to 
live utterly alone with God. The 
church soon began to grow and 
develop a personality—for a church 
does acquire a personality just as 
a human being does. It became 
dear to the Romans who found 
spiritual refuge and consolation in 
this retired spot high above the 
troubled city on the summit of the 
Janiculum. 

In its very early days it began to 
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be favored by the powerful prelates 
of the Vatican Court. In 1517 it 
was made the titular church for the 
Cardinalate with the ranking of Dea- 
con. In 1587 the title was elevated 
to the rank of Cardinal Priest. The 
Popes Urban VIII, Innocent XI 
and Pius VI had all been titular 
Cardinals of St. Onofrio. In the 
sixteenth century the powerful 
Madrucci family of Trent recon- 
structed a chapel there for the 
family burial place. Three great 
Cardinals of this family who had 
shared largely in the momentous 
ecclesiastical and political events of 
their times were given sepulture 
there. More recently the illustrious 
scholar Mezzofante, also titular 
Cardinal of S. Onofrio, was laid to 


rest in another of its chapels. In 
uur days it enjoyed the honor of 
being the titular church of the re- 


nowned Cardinal Suhard, Arch- 
bishop of Paris. 

Today the Church of St. Onofrio 
is no longer hidden away in a 


countryside of fields and gardens 
Rome has grown and its buildings 
have climbed the hill to the very 
gateway of the church. A children’s 
hospital flanks it on one side. A 
well-traveled road skirts it on the 
other. From the foot of the Jani- 
culum one now sees it at the height 
of a steeply inclined street, a mass 
of dignified old masonry resting in 
the shadows of its thick, leafy trees. 
\ modest belfry lifts its watchful 
head above the trees and seems to 
peer with concern over the streets 
of Rome. 

\s we enter, our eyes are filled 
and satisfied with the vista of 
splendor which lies behind a. wide, 
imposing archway. As one enters 
one’s spirit is swept away by an 
urge to praise the God who inspired 
so much magnificence, and to adore 
the Presence which those glowing 
walls were built to shelter. 


This apse is not built on the more 
usual semi-circular ground plan, but 
turns on the five facets of a poly- 
gonal form. One central plane 
faces the spectator. The two planes 
which flank it cut forward at at 
angle. The lateral planes which 
join these are parallel with the walls 
of the nave and form the side walls 
of the sanctuary. The five planes 
rise straight to the height of the 
arch’s base, and then curve forward 
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and inward in the manner of a half- 
dome. These planes are divided 
horizontally to separate the panels 
upon which the various scenes and 
compositions are painted in fresco. 
The decoration begins at the 
floor with a panel of rare inlaid 
in a highly de- 


marbles worked 
The 


veloped and ingenious design. 


three major frescoes ris* from the 
marble decoration to the base of the 
arch-line. These are enclosed 
within a soberly designed archi- 
tectural frame-work painted to 
represent columns supporting an 
architrave. The surface of the half 


divided by a 


of carved and polychromed stucco 


frame-work 


dome is 


size 


into panels which decrease in 
as the five planes reach the summit 
of the dome 

To enjoy the tonalities of this 


unusually successful sanctuary to the 
utmost, it is well to recall that the 
painting executed in 
The work are 
painted on plaster formed of sand, 
marble dust and lime, and while 
the plaster is still wet, or “fresco.” 
Before the 
chemical discoveries, 
colours could be used since the 
vegetable colours which furnished 
the more vivid hues, would be con- 
sumed and blackened by the action 
of the lime. 


was fresco. 


colors of fresco 


time of our modern 


only earth 


Hence the tendency of 


frescoes toward the more quiet 
coloring. The brilliancy of the lime 


explains the extraordinary lumino- 


sity of frescoes, and their tendency 
to glow as if from within. Since 
the colours are absorbed into the 
wet lime, which in drying exudes a 
fine protective coating over the sur- 
face, they become one with the 
plaster and acquire the properities 
of tinted stone. It can be easily 
understood then that fresco excels 
other mediums for 
decoration. 


architectural 
These technical char- 
acteristics also explain something 
of the tempered but richly  satis- 
fying qualities of the pictured sur- 
face that embraces the sanctuary of 
St. Onofrio like a soft veil of 
tapestry 

The central panel serves as back- 
ground, in lieu of altar-piece, for 
the high altar and dominates the 
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view of the Church of 
San Onofrio. 


c P 
&xterior 


church. The Mother of God, hold- 
the Divine Infant in her lap, is 
given this central position. She is 
seated throne which is 
sheltered by a canopy of rich stuffs, 
here made the richer with strokes of 
metallic The 
simply dressed in her azure mantel, 


upon a 


gold. Madonna is 
but the lines of the drapings are 
monumental, lending an air of 
majesty to the figure of Mary, and 
her delicate 
unmistakable 


features 
aura of 


surrounding 
with an 
regality. As one contemplates this 
sacred image, one feels in fancy that 
Mary is radiating her abundant 
grace upon those who worship at 
the altar beneath her feet, and is 
enveloping them in her own 
heavenly felicity. This 
participation in a heavenly state is 
reinforced by the four saints con- 


sense of 


ceived in postures of most benign 
dignity, whom the artist has made 
to seem present beside her throne. 
At her right hand stand St. John 
Baptist and St. Jerome. At her 
left hand are St. Catherine of Alex- 
andria and St. Onofrio. A prelate 
kneels before the enthroned Mother 
and Child, doubtless a donor who 
hoped that as he had himself de- 
picted on earth, so might he actually 
be in heaven. 

The panel on the Gospel side of 
the altar is painted with a broad 





K 327 


and agreeabie composition depicting 
the Kings of the Orient presenting 
their gifts of homage to the Son of 
Mary in acknowledgement of His 
divinity, kingship and the humanity 
through which He could suffer and 
die to gain our forgiveness. Mary 
simplicity, but with the 

befits such a 
while her Infant 
the distinguished 
According to the Perugian 
inanner of the fifteenth c¢ 


sits in 
stateliness which 
public occasion, 
Son _ blesses 
visitors 


ntury, the 


omposition is ingeniously con- 
structed with elements of archi- 
tecture, and pleasant vistas into 


distant mountains. A caravan, hav- 


ing rather the air of a sumptuous 


cortege, suggest at one time the 
ereatness of these visiting kings, 


and the distance which they have 


journeyed to pay homage to the 
long awaited Messias. 
On the Epistle side is another 


panel, perhaps even more accom- 
plished as an artistic creation. This 
panel is charged with the 
story of two episodes in the life of 


single 


Mary and the Infant Saviour. The 
upper left hand area shows the 
Massacre of the Innocents. The 


center and right hand areas depict 
the Flight into Egypt. The two are 
wonderfully harmonized into one 
highly satisfying composition. The 
city of Bethlehem is indicated by a 
group of edifices in which the art- 
ist has exhausted his architectural 
invention. A dramatic group por- 
travs the anguish of the Bethlehem 
mothers desperately striving to 
save their babies who are being cut 
down under the swords of the re- 
lentless Herodian soldiers. Toward 
the 
is shown 


middle-foreground, a peasant 
tranquilly cutting his 
wheat. It is not to be supposed 
that he is impassive to the horrors 
of the scene behind, nor yet that he 


is oblivious of Mary and Joseph 
fleeing to safety with God’s own 
Son before him. His function in 


the picture is to establish a note of 
country fields and thus signify that 
the Holy Family is traveling 
through the open countryside. The 
lines of the figures are quiet and 
reserved—calm rather than troubled. 
No energetic activity is displayed. 


A rhythmic motion carryi uth 
the lines of the Madonna’s robes, 
through her head tilted slightly to 
the right, through the child who also 
leans in the directions of their for 
ward progress, through the mantle 
passing over Joseph’s shoulders in a 
gentle sweep, in the deftly meas- 
ured movements of the legs both of 
the donkey and of Joseph—all these 
things and many other subtle de- 
tails bring the little group into mo- 
tion as one contemplates the quiet 
scene. feels them journeying 
on and on and almost hears the 
click of the donkey’s hoof striking 
upon the stones. 
attitude of 


One 


Our Lady in an 
confident resignation, 
it is true, but her sensitive features 
are not without a note of painful 
concern. Joseph shows himself 
aware of the responsibility which 
Providence has _ placed 

Peruzzi has in 
perpetuated a _ touching 
that Christian artists of 
many ages have passed down from 
the Apocryphal The 
Child is eating something. He 
is eating some fruit, probably a date, 
which was offered him by the con- 
siderate palm tree, shown in this 
picture as bent far over in a most 
gracefully incised arch. 


upon his 
shoulders. this 
painting 


legend 


( i0spels. 


The palm 
bowed over so low in order to furn- 
ish the tiny Jesus with food for 
His journey through the desert 
places, for in this tiny baby it rec- 
ognized its own Creator. 

A classical cornice divides the 
walls of the apse bearing these three 
scenes from the faceted half-dome 
which roofs the sanctuary. This 
upper region was designed to evoke 
a concept of heaven. All the scenes 
with their shining gold leaf back- 
grounds depict blessed beings of 
Heaven who bask in the Light of 
the Divinity, and the subjects are 
ranged one above the other in or- 
dered series to lead the mind ever 


upward from the glorious to the 
inef fable. 

The 
series is 


Lady. 


ranged in a 


lower 
Our 


the 
Coronation of 


central theme of 
the 
Endless choirs of angels are 
circle about the en- 
throned figures of Mary and her 
glorious Son. She appears to be 
with transports of 
limitless joy as the Son now re- 
wards His faithful mother with the 
crown which proclaims the 
Queen of Heaven. The artist has 
used no little ingenuity in combin- 
ing his painted colors and his gold 
leaf to give the effect of a celestial 
sun shining in an infinite perspec- 
tive of light filled space behind the 
heads of the enthroned pair. 

The central panel is flanked on 
both sides with representations of 
the twelve apostles. They are 
shown attending the joyous cer- 
emony of Our Lady’s Coronation, 


overwhelmed 


her 


and these too seem to be carried 
away by the overwhelming experi- 
ence of divine felicity. The artist 
has succeeded in grouping the twelve 
Princes of the Church easily and 
comfortably within the narrow 
bounds of the two panels, and with 
inexhaustible originality has suc- 
ceeded as well in endowing each 
with an individual interpretation of 
rapt contemplation and inexpressible 
joy. 

To the extreme right and left are 
portrayed extraordinarily beautiful 
groups of the Sybills, those seers of 
Classical and Apocryphal fame who 
foretold the Saviour’s 
These maidens arranged 
their brilliant gold backgrounds in 
a harmony forms, lines and 
colours that speaks more of music 
than of painting, lend their loveli- 
ness to the triumph of the whole 
celestial vision. 

Still higher, another row of paint- 
They 


coming. 
before 


oO 
L 
of 


ings shows a choir of angels. 
stand—they seem rather to 


PERO RWED 


dance 
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than to stand—two in each panel 
The rhythmic agitation of ‘their 
many-hued garments sustains the 
general tone of exultation. ‘| hese 
are no longer attending the scene of 


the Coronation, but they look up- 
ward, and sing praises to the eternal 
Godhead. Still upward and above 
this series are panels painted in flat 
hue to suggest open sky, and to 
indicate in a way the quiet of space 
to separate all created beings from 
the divine depicted _ still 
further This expanse of 
blue is however, cut across by de- 


Being 
above. 


scending gold rays symbolizing the 
Light of Life which radiates from 
the Creator of all. Indeed, at the 
very summit of the half dome, ina 
circle upon which all the upward 
lines of the sanctuary converge, is 
an image of the Ancient of Days 
There is fatherliness in the flowing 
beard, endless wisdom in the broad, 
generous brow, and an expression 
not merely of benignity, but of 
measureless loving kindness upon 
He raises one hand to 
In the other he holds the 
sphere of dominion, since He also 
rules us. This figure of the God- 
head which many visitors never find 
is the point to which all the lines of 
the sanctuary tend, and this image 
of the unborn Father of all is the 
subject which all the stupendous 
creations of the apse were designed 
to enhance. Surely the spectacle 
that lies behind the sumptuous arch 
of St. Onofrio’s sanctuary is an 
uncommon experience in sheer 
heauty ; yet it is far more than that 
The master who first conceived and 
then executed this tremendous 
vision has lifted our minds above 
and beyond themselves with the 
might of his art, but enly to direct 
the eves of our souls beyond all 
created beauty to the contemplation 
of that supreme Beauty Who knows 


the features. 
bless us. 


neither beginning nor end. 
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A Commemorative Sermon 


By Very Reverend 


Ignatius Smith, O./. 











IX are assembled to thank Almighty God for 
having given to the Franciscan Friars of 
the Atonement fifty golden years of highly 


successful efforts for the salvation of souls. In the 


face of such a vast galaxy of holy achievements one is 


bewildered by the problem of selecting a viewpoint from 
which this half century can be surveyed without im 


sing on your pati- 
nce and your time. 
Permit me _ therefore 
9 reemphasize histori- 
‘al data and to evoke 
your prayers of grati- 
tude to the Atoning 
lesus from the view- 
point of the wider life 
if the Society of the 
Atonement. 

The fifty vears life 
f the Society of the 
Atonement represent a 
series of most extra- 
rdinary events. The 
umerical growth of 
his community, the 
multiplication of its 
institutions, the devel- 
opment of its works 
ind the cultivation of 
its discipline and reli- 
gious spirit border on 
the miraculous. And 
they can be under- 
stood only when one 
knows the spirit of 
Father Paul James 
Francis, who founded 
this society, fifty years 
go today, as a preach- 
ng order within the 
Protestant Episcopal 
Church, 


For years this gentleman 
against innumerable and, humanly speaking, insuperable 
liffculties to gather his little group of associates and 
to secure this holy mountain. 
tito be in partnership with the eminent man of God 
and to be filling him with a supernatural daring and a 





Very Reverend Ignatius Smith, O. P. 


of God had _ battled 


3ut God Himself seem- 





on Our Jubilee 


YS 
heavenly optimism. These qualities of the founder, by 
the providence of God, have imbedded themselves in his 
society and have characterized its growth for fifty 
years. 
Ten years after its foundation this tiny group was 
received into the Roman Catholic Church as a commu- 
nity dedicated to the apostolate of Christian Unity un- 
der the Vicar of 
Christ on earth. The 
achievement of this 
zreat goal of Father 
Paul Francis in 1909 
was effected only after 
the conquest of many 
It was my 
privilege at this time 


lifficulties. 


o meet the Founder 
ind, like many more 
mportant people, to 
be fascinated by his 
entle determination, 
his keen wisdom, and 
his happy reliance on 
the help of God. These 
qualities also have 
woven themselves in- 
to the character of the 
Society of the Atone- 
ment and help us to 
understand the high 
accomplishments of 
this community 
through five decades, 

The next twenty- 
hree years, up to 
1932, were not years 
f undisturbed tran- 
juility. They were 
vears of trial beset 
with many difficulties 
ut characterized by a 
steady growth and a 
wider recognition of the objectives of the Congregation. 
The saintly Founder was determined to fulfill the pur- 
poses for which the community was approved, and to 
entrust this task only to highly educated and deeply 
spiritualized associates. 
to him such men came. 


For such men he prayed and 
And to further guarantee the 
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internal stability, perpetuity and efficiency of the con- 
gregation he sought and obtained, August 25, 1932, af- 
filiation with the Order of Friars Minor, with the Rule 
of St. Francis for Tertiaries in community as their 
guide and with participation in all the prayers, good 
works and indulgences granted to the Franciscan Order. 
In this step were manifested the spiritual vision, the 
practical asceticism and the holy versatility of the Fa- 
ther Founder. I emphasize these qualities because they 
have become dominant notes in the magnificent sym- 
phony of apostolic works undertaken by the Friars in 
the last seventeen years. Listen to the crystallization 
of the dreams of a life time. They are the aims of this 
Society. These aims were (1) To gather in a common 
life men who aspire to follow after perfection by the 
profession of the three vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience: (2) To form its members into a missionary 
apostolate whose sacrificial motive shall be “all things 
for Christ and the salvation of men.” To this end the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement would devote them- 
selves to 1) reconciling sinners to God through the 
Precious Blood; 2) winning non-Catholics to obedi- 
ence to the Vicar of Christ on earth; 3) the conversion 
of the heathen. 

Father Paul James Francis passed away in 1940, 
thirty-one years after he and his Society became Cath- 
olic and seventeen years after its affiliation with the 
Order of Friars Minor. He lived to see his Society go 
far in the realization of his ambitions. He looks down 
from the happiness of heaven on wonderful accom- 
plishments arrived at during the last seven years. He 
must know that, there is now an active army of Gray- 
moor men and women who by their lives and their 
works reflect the characteristics of their Founder. Shall 
I tell you in brief the qualities of Father Paul that have 
now become a part of this Society’s personality and a 
reason for its phenonmenal success in the vineyard of 
the Lord? Supernatural daring, heavenly optimism, 
gentle determination, keen wisdom, holy confidence in 
God’s help, spiritual vision, sanctified versatility and 
practical asceticism. These are the qualities of the per- 
sonality of the Founder. These have become the char- 
acteristics of the Friars of the Atonement as we look 
at them and their far-flung work on the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the founding of the Society. It is upon these 
qualities that the Friars have forged ahead so marvel- 
ously during the past half century. It is with these 
qualities they will be even more successful in the future. 

In 1899, when this then bleak and barren mountain 
saw the birth of this society there were only 3 members. 
When received into the Church in 1909 there were only 
7 members. Today the congregation numbers ninety- 
nine priests and forty-nine brothers to say nothing 
about the numbers of Sisters assisting in the work of 
the community. Fifty years ago the community was 
unknown. Today it has the sympathetic understanding 
and interest of hundreds of thousands of our people, 
Catholic and non-Catholic, throughout the world. Fifty 
years ago the lone building of the Society was located 


on this Mount of the Atonement. Today the founda- 
tions of the Society, miraculously multiplied, span the 
globe. Friaries and houses of Friars have been estab- 
lished in 4 Archdioceses and 6 dioceses in the United 
States, Canada, Rome and Japan, Washington, D. C., 
Montour Falls, N. Y., Saranac Lake, N. Y.; Kingston, 
Lumberton, High Point, Elizabethtown and Raeford in 
North Carolina; Hereford, in Texas; Vancouver, Stev- 
eveston, Greenwood, Smoky Lake in Canada. In all of 
these places the Friars of the Atonement have erected 
edifices of study and worship. Truly, this is within the 
span of fifty years a marvelous achievement. 


Not only has there been notable growth in num- 
bers and institutions but also a phenomenal diffusion 
of activities in multiple fields of work. 
have 


Old operations 
ventures have been 
St. Christopher’s Inn continues 
to function with increased results to the under-privi- 
leged and unfortunate of the unemployed and with 
world-wide recognition as a charitable and missionary 
The Friars have educated to advanced 
standing sufficient scholars to efficiently staff their sev- 
eral educational institutions. They have created a corps 
of highly skilled writers for their apostolate of the 
press. They have launched the Ave Maria hour which 
sends out a weekly religious message over three hun- 
dred and fifty radio stations. The Chair of Unity Oc- 
tave devotions have spread, under the apostolic urge 
of the Friars, to nearly every diocese and archdiocese 
of the United States and to many places abroad. The 
preaching apostolate, one of the most intense desires of 
the Founder, has been inaugurated and a superb band 
of preachers is now occupied in the work of conducting 
retreats, parochial missions, novenas and other devo- 
tions. The Apostolate of the Press is of deep concern 
to the Friars and in their publication of the Lamp and 
a wide variety of other literature they have advanced 
it tremendously. These are the activities of the Friars 
undertaken and made extraordinarily successful in the 
comparatively short time of fifty years. 


been expanded and new 


launched successfully. 


enterprize. 


I said that not only in numerical increase, in mul- 
tiplication of institutions, in diversification of labors 
has the Society shown marvelous development but also 
in religious discipline and internal organization. Ec- 
clesiastical approval indicated that the Society was to 
effect the sanctification of its own members through the 
active and the contemplative life—the kind of life 
chosen by the good Lord Jesus Himself for the salva- 
tion of souls. Constitutions and rules have been devel- 
oped along the years which support this Christ-like 
combination of contemplation and action in the life of 
each Friar. Zest for the apostolate, driving power for 
action for the reunion of Christendom, God’s blessing 
on the Society has been won by devotion to prayer and 
contemplation. Solidarity is always jeopardized and 


united effort is menaced by intemperate emphasis on 
action to the exclusion of contemplation or on contem- 
plation to the exclusion of action. 


The Society of the 
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Atonement has, so far, effected an efficient combination. 

I indicated that we were assembled to thank Al- 
mighty God for having blessed our fellow religious 
with such increase in numerical power, institutions, 
works and internal organization. I emphasize also the 
fact that we must beg God for a continuation of His 
bountiful help so that these miracles of the past fifty 
years may be continued into the future through Friars 
who are learned, humble, obedient, pious, zealous and 
active for the salvation of souls. This we ask God not 
only for the continued efficiency and honor of the So- 
ciety of the Atonement but also for the ever-widening 
power and glory of the one true Church of Jesus Christ. 
After all, only those religious institutes are worthy of 
God’s attention which realize that religious organiza- 
tions exist for the benefit of the Church and that the 
Church does not exist merely for the glorification of 
religious societies. 

The Church needs every work that has been car- 
ried on by the Friars of the Atonement. It needs all 
of these and many more expanded a_ hundred-fold. 
The fulfillment of the purposes for which Jesus es- 
tablished His Church is becoming increasingly difficult 
abroad and at home. Communism everywhere and the 
neo-Paganism in the United States conspire to blockade 
the preservation and propagation of the faith. The 
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preaching of the Word of God, the doctrine of the 
Church, must be continued despite difficulties. The pre- 
servation of the moral code given by the divine Jesus 
must be continued despite the unpopularity of a moral 
program that demands sacrifice of a selfish world. The 
sacraments must be saved and administered if feeble 
human nature is to meet the demands of God in belief 
and conduct. The authority of God, resident in the 
Catholic Church, must be presented to mankind so that 
the rights of God may be honored in human society. 
The passion of the world-wide human family for unity 
must be directed toward the one God and the one 
Church by, which unity of the nations can be effected. 
These are purposes for which the Church was establish- 
ed by the Divine Master. These purposes she has al- 
ways fulfilled despite persecution, confiscation, unfair 
legislation and bigoted discrimination. These purposes 
the Church will continue to fulfill today and tomorrow 
despite similar difficulties. In the realization of these 
purposes the Friars, on a far-flung firing line, will play 
an important part. Their great accomplishments of 
the past fifty years make such a prediction sound. God 
has been with them this past half-century. God will 
continue with them into the future. For this we pray 
on this golden day. To the Society of the Atonement 
we say “Prospera, Procede et Regna.” 


PERI UD 








Let Your Radio Bring You Its Most 


Interesting and Inspiring Program 
on the 


Aue Maria Hour 


WMEX—Boston at 5:30 P.M. 
WMCA—New York at 8:30 P.M. 
WAGE—Syracuse at 10:00 A.M. 
KDTH—Dubuque at 8:00 A.M. 
WEW-—St. Louis at 8:00 A.M. 
KQV—Pittsburgh at 11:00 A.M. 
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Every Sunday Over These Stations: 


KGFJ—Los Angeles at 9:00 P.M. 
KFEL—Denver at 7:30 P.M. 
WPEN—Philadelphia at 8:30 P.M. 
WI1SC—Madison at 11:30 A.M. 
WWL—New Orleans at 11:15 A.M. 
WWDC—Washington at 7:00 P.M 
KWJJ—Portland, Oregon, at 4:30 P.M. 


And also many other stations throughout the country. 


THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
in the interests of St. Christopher’s Inn 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 














on Our Golden Jubilee 


(CONTINUED FROM 


Dear Father Angelus: 

May I have the happiness of joining your brethren 
and your many friends in the joyous celebration of the 
Golden Jubilee of your foundation. 

It seems only \ 


at Graymoor accompanied by “Lady Poverty’ with lit- 


tle of worldly possessions. Your work must be pleasing 
in the sight of our dear Lord for the fruits of your la- 


bors have been abundantly blessed by Him. 


With sincere congratulations and best wishes for 


continued progress in the service of the Master. 
MG. ‘ Bergan 
Archbishop of Omaha 
* * *& & 


Dear Father Angelus: 


I extend to you my feliciations on this joyous oc- 


casion and I beg God’s blessing on the future 
work. 
MH Joseph E, Ritter 
Archbishop of Saint Louis 
“ea @ 


Very Reverend and Esteemed Superior General: 


Fondly and confidently we may visualize your de- 
voted and beloved founder, Father Paul James Francis, 
whose visits to Oregon remain a cherished recollection, 
Souls 
like his, we feel certain, must gain an increase in celes- 
tial joys, from the fact that the work which they be- 
gan on earth continues to produce abundant fruits. Both 
those who sow and those who reap rejoice together in 


as rejoicing with you on this happy occasion. 


the bounteous harvest. 


My fervent blessing, which I pray Almighty God 
for you and the devoted members of your Community, 
will be directed to you in spirit during the beautiful 


days of your Golden Jubilee program. 
i Edward D. Howard 
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon 
ee e¢es 


Dear Father Angelus: 


Please accept my heartiest congratulations on the 
Paul 
The Society 


growth and progress of your Society. Father 


Francis would rejoice to see this day. 


which he founded has accomplished much in a short 
time. May the memory of his sacrificial labors continue 
to inspire his disciples to do great thing for Christ. 
Mh John M. McNamara 
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, D. C. 


esterday when Father Paul arrived 


f your 
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Reverend and dear Father Angelus: 
This Golden Jubilee of foundation together with 


bery 


ail that has been accomplished with God’s blessing dw- 


I 


ing the past fifty years are tangible expressions of tl 


providential character of the establishment at Gray- 


moor. 
I feel that I have a somewhat more than dinar 


interest in the Friars of the Atonemen 


[his interest was aroused in my carly years when) 


Franciscan 


mother was “Aunt Helen” for a number of years, i 
the Lamp. 
me in Little Rock. She joins with me in assuring y 
as well as the Fathers and Sisters at Graymoor, of ou 
congratulations as well as of our prayers in Thanksgi: 
ing to the Good Lord through St. Francis, for the bl 
Ings of fifty years. 
Me Albert L. Fletel 
Bishop of Little Rock 
* * * * 
Dear Father Angelus: 
I remember well when Father Paul Frai 
his Community came into the Church and I know 
the fine work that your Society has done through tl 


years. Almighty God has certainly blessed your work 


You have gone forward quickly but you have done great 


work for God and His Church. 

The Golden Jubilee will just be a stepping stone t 
greater things. I have watched your Community wit 
interest through the years. 

Asking God to bless you, your society, and your 
work, 

T oolen 
VJ obil 


mT. /. 
Bishop of 
es 2 & 
Dear Father General: 

May I join with the other Bishops in America in 
extending our felicitations to you and all the member 
of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement on the o- 
casion of the Golden Jubilee of the foundation of your 
Order by Father Paul James Francis. 

While it will be impossible for me to 
pleasure of being present on October the fourth, it wil 
be our joy to remember you and all the Fathers and 
the works of your Order in our Mass on that day. 

Wishing for you and your community and its 
labors for Christian unity, God’s choicest blessings 

KM William J. Hafey 
Bishop of Scranton 


have the 
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Very Reverend and dear Father Angelus: 


{ cannot help but comment upon the tremendous 
trides made by your community in the fifty years of 


ts existence. What an untold amount of missionary 


zeal [ has expe nded sin e the days of its first struggle z. 


wdships, and disappointments! 


The memory of your beloved Founder, Father 
Paul Francis, S.A., is still keen in the minds of many. 
Surely you have a great heavenly intercessor for all 
uur needs, both spiritual and temporal in that nobl 
nan of God, 


The monks of my community join me in extend 
ng sincere felicitations to you dear Father General, 
md all your spiritual sons throughout the world. 
Patrick M. O’Brien, O.S.B. 

Abbot, St. Mary’s Alley, Newark, N. J. 

es 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

I warmly congratulate you on this important event 
n the annals of your Order and I ask our dear Lord, 
through the intercession of Saint Francis of Assisi, to 
less your Jubilarian community and all its works, 

He Alexandre Vachon 
Archbishop of Ottawa 
a a a 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

[ join with your Community in grateful thanks to 
rod for the graces and blessings that He has showered 
ipon yOu. 

He John J. Mitty 
Archbishop of San Francisco 
* * * 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

The picture of your growth from your simple and 
iumble beginnings is an inspiring one. I extend sincere 
ongratulations to you and to your Community on the 
blessed and joyful occasion of your Jubilee. I shall be 
with you in spirit during the days of your celebration 
md shall join you in thanksgiving to God for His many 
lessings. May God continue to support you in your 
great work for the salvation of souls. 

MH Thomas L. Noa 
Bishop of Marquette 
Se 
Very Reverend and dear Father Angelus: 

I wish to congratulate you, and through you all 
fthe Friars of the Atonement on the Golden Jubilee 
f the foundation of your Community. 

God has blessed your work, and the large num- 
ber of vocations that are coming to the Friars of the 
Atonement are a definite indication that Divine Provi- 
lence has special work in store for you. Therefore, I 
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wish to join my prayers with yours and all your friends 
inthanking God for the blessings of the past fifty years 
md in praying for you all of the help that you will need 
inorder to do the work which He has in store for you. 
Mm Joseph T. McGucken 
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles 
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My dear Father General: 

It is indeed astounding to see how God has blessed 
the work started by Father Paul James Francis and 
we feel that God’s blessing will continue upon the work 
that you are doing. 

I regret very much that it will not be possible for 
me to attend your Golden Jubilee celebration but I 
will promise you to offer up the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Vass for you and for the intentions of your Congre- 
gation that God may continue to bless you in doing the 
great work that you have done in the past fifty years. 

May the blessing of Almighty God enrich the work 
that you will do in the new mission field assigned to 
you by Our Holy Father. 

mM. S. Garriga, D.D.,LL.D. 
Bishop of Corpus Christi 
ek os 


Dear Father 
You have my good wishes and felicitations on the 
approaching Golden Jubilee of It hardly 
scems possible that fifty years have elapsed since Fa- 
ther Paul Francis, (R.1.P.) began his work. 
H Stephen J. Donahue 
Auxiliary Bishop of New 


Angelus: 


Graymoor. 


York 
2 2 = 


Vy dear Father Angelus: 

I want you to know that I join with you and the 
members of your community in the prayer of Thanks- 
yiving you will offer to God for the abundant blessings 
He has bestowed upon the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement during the fifty years since their founding 
by Father Paul James Francis 

With assurance of prayer that God will continue 
to bless your community in ail its endeavors. 

% Henry J. O’Brien 
Bishop of Hartford 


* * * & 


Very Reverend and dear Father: 
May I join in the felicitations to the Friars on the 
Golden Jubilee of the Foundation of the Community. 
I had the great privilege of meeting Father Paul 
when I stayed at the Sisters in Assisi in 1935. 
K Timothy Manning 
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles 


* * * * 


Very Reverend and dear Father Delahunt: 

My deepest congratulations to you and to all your 
Community on the Golden Jubilee of its foundation. 
Indeed, the fifty years that the Friars have served the 
people in God’s Providence, have wrought His bless- 
ings to many souls. 

I pray God to bless you and every member of your 
Community with His abundant grace. 

Hh James J. Byrne 
Auxiliary Bishop of Saint Paul 
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Very Rev. Dear Father Angelus: 

I have witnessed the magnificent growth of your 
Community during the past half century and indeed 
the grace of God has prospered the efforts of the Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Atonement. 

While it is impossible for me to be present per- 
sonally at the Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving, I wish 
to convey my heartfelt and sincere congratulations to 
you and the whole Community on the splendid spirit- 
ual and temporal progress of the past fifty years, and 
pray God that His blessing will continue to abide upon 
you and your community and its work for Christian 
Unity and the Missions. Mh Joseph F. Busch 

Bishop of St. Cloud 
tes * 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

Allow me to congratulate you and your community 
on the Golden Jubilee of your foundation at Graymoor. 
The community should indeed be proud and very satis- 
fied at the progress that you have made during these 
fifty years. With God’s blessing you should expand 
your work to a much greater extent during the years 
Your foreign missionary work will, no doubt, 
bring these blessings upon you, 

The Diocese of St. Cloud is especially indebted to 
you for the work of Father Lewis, S.A., in the writing 
of the life of Father Pierz, the father of Catholicism 
in the Diocese of St. Cloud. It gives me great pleasure 
therefore to offer you congratulations and good wishes 
and to assure you of our prayers asking God to bless 
you. KP. W. Bartholome 

Coadjutor Bishop of St. Cloud 
* +s 2s 


to come, 


Very Reverend and dear Father: 

I regret very much that my schedule will not per- 
mit me to spend October 4th with you at Graymoor. 
I shall join you, however, in thanking God for his 
many blessings upon your congregation and for the fine 
work which He has enabled you to do for the Church in 
the United States. The growth of your community 
has been very steady. May the Holy Spirit invite 
many young men in the future to labor under your ban- 
ner at the great task of saving souls. 

Mh Joseph M. Marling 
Auxiliary Bishop of Kansas City 
* * * * 
Very Rev. Fr. Angelus Delahunt: 

“Our cordial congratulations to the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement and their friends on the com- 
pletion of fifty years of constructive labors for the bless- 
ed cause of Christian unity, and of zealous service in 
the mission fields. 

May Divine Providence have in store for the Friars 
many half centuries of continued expansion and notable 
consoling achievements for the one true Church, and 
the one true God. John T. McNicholas, 

Archbishop of Cincinnati 
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My dear Father Delahunt: 

Truly God has, during the rosary of your Society's 
existence, blessed it beyond all anticipations ang 
It is truly thought provoking to realize that 
the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement have growm 
numerically and geographically, and that you have now 
houses in Europe and Japan in addition to the United 
States. 

I offer you and the devoted Friars my heartiest 
congratulations with the fervent prayer and hope that 
the next beads of the years will be as joyful and glori- 
ous as those in the first five decades. 

Oe Mark K. Carroll,, S.T.D, 
Bishop of Wichita 


dreams. 


* *+ * * 


My dear Father Angelus: 

Certainly, your growth has been a great blessing 
from Almighty God. May He continue to bless you! 

With kindest regards and sentiments of highest 
esteem, ™ William T. Mulloy 

Bishop of Covington 
ee & os 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

I thank you for the invitation to be present at the 
Departure Ceremony on October 4. I would very much 
like to be present on that occasion but I have a final en- 
gagement here on October 3 and cannot get away until 
after that date. 

I am in the midst of the usual work preparatory 
to sailing on my visit “ad limina”—and the Family Ro- 
sary Crusade. At the moment it looks as if I will get to 
New York only the day prior to sailing Oct. 11th. 

If I have any time available I will certainly call 
at Graymoor but as I may miss you on your proposed 
visit to the West I again proffer my very sincere thanks 
for the real missionaries you have sent us. They are 
an inspirationn to us all. 

With my best wishes to the departing Friars and 
every blessing on your own endeavors. 

M% Martin M. Johnson 
Bishop of Nelson, British Columbia, Canada 
* ee @ 
Dear Father Angelus: 

I expect to be in Rome at the time of your cele- 
bration, but send my most sincere congratulations and 
blessing. KH John J. Swint 

Bishop of Wheeling 
> + 2S 
Dear Father Delahunt: 

Congratulations to the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement on the Golden Jubilee of their foundation. 

My best wishes and blessing as you enter on the 
second half century of your work. 

Me Vincent J. Ryan 
Bishop of Bismarck 


(Additional letters will appear in next month’s issue) 
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F course the most important 
() event of last month was the 

celebration of our Golden 
Jubilee, and really it should be men- 
tioned first. But in order to keep 
the record straight we shall follow 
our usual chronological order and 
describe the events at Graymoor 
and on the missions in the order in 
which they occurred. 

‘= s © 


St. Francis’ Girls Camp and St. 
Joesph’s Boys Camp, both at In- 
dian Lake and both under the care 
and supervision of our Sisters, clos- 
d around the first of September 
after a very successful season. In 
all about two thousand children, 
mostly from New York City and 












veinity enjoyed the country air, the 
beautiful scenery, and the closeness 
0 God that is characteristic of both 


of these camps. This year the Sis- 
ters are particularly thankful. There 
were no. serious accidents, even 
though children on a holiday are 
notoriously careless, and no serious 
sickness, even though the 
epidemic was raging and 

cases were reported in the county. 


polio 
several 


; es *s 


The new school year for the stu- 
dents of St. John’s Preparatory 
Seminary began under the protec- 
tion of the Blessed Mother, on the 
Feast of Her Nativity, September 
8. This year we begin with forty- 
eight students. St. John’s is cram- 
ed to the doors. In fact the boys 
overflow in to the bungalow for dor- 
mitories and into the Little Flower 
Building for class rooms. Most of 
the students come from the Eastern 
Seaboard, particularly from New 























Very Reverend Father Angelus, S.A., Superior General addressing the assemblage at the jubilee dinner at Graymoor last 
month. Most Reverend Thomas J. McDonnell and Most Reverend Raymond A. Lane, (right) are among the deeply inter- 
ested audience. 


naymoor Aunals 


York, Boston, and Philadelphia. 
However we also have a few from 
the far West, from Texas and from 
Minnesota. This time next year, 
please God, when our new building 
at Montour Falls will give us space, 
we should start the year with twice 
the number of students now 
have. 


we 


ok * * * 

One cleric, Fra. Owen Murphy 
S.A., and two of our lay brothers, 
Bro. Peter Damian Wozniac S.A. 
and Bro. Crispin Thorpe S.A. made 
their final profession on September 
15, binding themselves to observe 
the vows of Poverty, Chastity, and 
Obedience for life. 

Bro. Peter Damian comes from 
Harrison, N. J. where he attended 
Holy Cross Parochial School. After 
his graduation from St. Cecilia’s 





Bro. 


S.A. 


Peter Damian, 


High School in Kearncy, N. J. he 
came to Graymoor and received his 
holy habit in 1944. In 1946 he was 
assigned to the Mother House in 
charge of the kitchen. About a year 
and a half ago he became chief tail- 
or. Recently, when St. Francis 
Chapel was being redecorated, bro. 
Peter gave invaluable assistance by 
repairing, repainting, and refurbish- 
ing the statues and Stations of the 
Cross. He has just been assigned to 
the Atonement Seminary in Wash- 
ington. 

Born in Brooklyn, Bro. Crispin 
Thorpe, S.A. is a convert from An- 
glicanism like our Father Founder. 
He came into the Catholic Church 
along with the rest of his family at 
a very early age. He attended St. 
Raymond’s School and later Cardi- 


nal Hayes High School in the 
3ronx. A man of many talents, 


Bro. Crispin has successively and 
simultaneous!y been chauffeur, 
switchboard operator, organist and 
general maintenance man. For 
quite some time he has been the 
only cobbler at Graymoor and has 
consequently been very busy making 
sandals, repairing soles, changing 
heels, and replacing straps for our 
large Graymoor community. In 
spite of all his work, Bro. Crispin 
somehow manages to squeeze in 
time for regular organ lessons with 
Fr. Ziemak, Professor of Music at 


Cardinal Hayes High School. Much 
to the delight of the Superiors who 
would find difficulty in replacing 
him, Bro. Crispin’s appointment to 
Graymoor has been renewed. 

Fra. Owen Murphy S.A., who has 
finished one year of Theology, re- 
turns to our Seminary in Washing- 
ton to continue his studies for the 
Priesthood. He will be 
three years hence. 


ordained 


* o * * 


On September 22, the Very Rev- 
erend Father General went to our 
Novitiate at Saranac Lake to receive 
the first vows of three of our clerics, 
Bro. Alban Carroll, Bro. Geoffrey 
Wood, and Bro. Emmanuel Sulli- 
van. 

3ro. Alban S.A. formerly Bren- 
dan Carroll of Roxbury, Mass. is 
from St. Joseph’s Parish. During 
the war he served in the Air Force 
and saw action on Okinawa. He is 
an alumnus of the well-known St. 
Philip Neri School for belated vo- 
cations. 

Bro. Geoffrey, S.A. was born Ed- 
ward Joseph Wood in Philadelphia. 
He attended La Salle High School 
there and St. John’s Preparatory 
Seminary at Graymoor. 

Bro. Emmanuel, S.A. formerly 
Stephen Jeremiah Sullivan, comes 
from Brushton, N. Y. where our 
Sisters mission. It was 
through them that he came to Gray- 
moor. 

Shortly after their profession 
these Brothers left Saranac for 
Washington to continue their studies 
for the Priesthood at the Catholic 
University of America. 


have a 


* * * x* 

A few days after the opening of 
school at Washington, Bro. Alcuin 
Egan, S.A. and Bro. Timothy Dran, 
S.A. were ordained Deacons. With 
the help of God they will be ordain- 
ed Priests late in May or early in 
June 1950. Bro. Alcuin will be re- 
membered by readers of the Lamp 
as the author of a fine article on the 
reason for Catholic schools that ap- 
peared in our September issue. 

The new Assistant Superior at 
Washington, replacing Fr. Ambrose 
Kenny who recently departed for 
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Bro. Crispin, S.A. 


the Japanese Missions, is Fr. Johr 
Marie Bursis, S.A. Fr. John Marie 
is not at all unfamiliar with the of- 
fice he now holds. He was Assist: 
ant Superior at Washington several 
years ago. 


eS & 2 


At the Convent our Sisters als 
have had their share of jubilees 
professions, and clothings. Fr. Eu. 
gene Figueroa, S.A. said the Mas: 
and preached the sermon for the Sil- 
ver Jubilees of Srs. Alphonsus 
Helen Marie, Mary Michael, Mar 
Agnes, Mary Thomas, and Mar 
Martha. Fr. Eugene spoke of the 
joy and peace of the religious life 
he congratulated the Jubilarians on 
their long, faithful, and tireless serv- 
ice; he expressed the prayers and 
good wishes of the whole Society 
for their continued happiness in the 
service of the Lord. 

* * * x 


Eleven other Sisters made the 
final vows. Sr. Mary R se, Phil 
delphia, Pa., Sr. Mary Dismas, Dan 
nemora, N. Y., Sr. Loretta, Lo 
Angeles, Calif., Sr. Mary Concepta 
Albuquerque, N. M., Sr. Joan, Je 
sup, Pa., and Srs. Mary Felix, Me 
lachy, Mary Paschal, Kyran, and 
Ita, all from Ireland. Sr. Gemm 


Marie contracted pneumonia on tht 
day before the ceremony and so was 
not able to be professed with the ret 
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of her band. She made her final 
profession about a week later. 
* 2K * * 

Fr, McVey, recently 
graduated from the Preacher’s In- 
stitute of the Catholic University and 
appointed to the Graymoor Fathers’ 
Mission Band, preached the profes 
M Band hed tl 


Benjamin 


sion retreat for our Sisters who were 
taking their vows for the first time. 
They were; Srs. Mary Philomena, 
Ann Kathleen, Michael, Jacinta, and 
Joseph Marie, all from Co. Leitrim, 
Ireland; Sr. Mary Annunciata, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Sr. Francischina, 
North Adams, Pa., and Sr. Mary 
Rita, Detroit, Mich. 
: <& @& ® 

On October 11, the Feast of the 
Maternity of the Blessed Mother, 
four postulants were clothed in the 
Holy Habit. They were; 
Flynn, now known as Sr. Mary Des- 
mond; Josephine Flynn, Sr. Mary 
Fidelis ; Bridget Sheridan, Sr. Mar- 
tin de and Margaret Mul- 
len, Sr. Bernadette Marie. All of 
them come from Ireland. 


Rose 


Porres;: 


* * x * 

May we ask all of our readers to 
pray for all of our Friars and Sis- 
ters that God may give them grace, 
health, and final perseverance. 


* * * * 

Bishop Martin M. Johnson of 
Nelson, British Columbia, where we 
have some missions, dropped in to 
Graymoor for a short visit on his 
way to Rome. His Excellency told 
us all about the fine work our Fa- 
thers and Brothers are doing in 

He was loud in his 
praises of the natural beauty of the 
country with its towering mountains 
and deep lakes and promised the 
Very Reverend Father General an 
enjoyable trip when he makes his 
official visitation there. 


his diocese. 


. & 8s 


The most shockingly underman- 
ned field of missionary labor is that 
of the Mexicans in our own vast 
Southwest. The simple, easy-going 
Mexican is traditionally Catholic, 
but of recent years the Protestant 
sects are making amazing inroads 


UT OMNES UNUM 





Left to right—Bros. Alban, 


among them. We find many who 
blandly announce that they are Pen- 
tecostals, or Baptists, or Presbyteri- 
ans, although ironically enough they 
are probably wearing a medal of Our 
Lady at the same time. Priests 
laboring among these Latin-Ameri- 
cans are sometimes aghast to find 
that Viaticum is First Holy 
Communion. The one explanation 
for such a situation is a shortage of 


also 


priests and a shortage of money. 

Annually, thousand of 
these migratory Mexican workers 
pour into Hereford in the fertile 
Panhandle of Texas. They are the 
poorest of the poor; the most de- 
spised of the despised. Their ignor- 
ance of God and of God’s Church 
is a major tragedy. 

One of our priests, Fr. Raymond 
Gillis, S.A., is struggling almost 
single handed to instruct, convert, 
and baptize these neglected souls. 


several 


Geoffrey and Emmanuel. 


With his own hands he has built a 
little church and school for them. 
Two Francisean Sisters aid him in 
his work—a work that can be dis- 
but at the 
highly rewarding. 


couraging, same time 

Fr. Raymond’s day starts at five 
in the morning and ends around 
midnight. 
rounds 


He has been making his 
and chauffering the two 
zealous Sisters in a ‘Leaping Lena’ 
of 1934 vintage. Although he is a 
good mechanic, souls are waiting 
while he pampers it like a sick child, 
toiling with the generator or with 
brakes that won’t hold. 

Who of our readers will be the 
first to contribute towards a new 
car for this good missionary and his 
Sister co-workers? Your generos- 
ity will yield highest dividends made 
payable in Heaven. His address is, 
St. Anthony’s Church, Hereford, 
Texas. 
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When Fr. Alphonsus Hoban, the 
Regional Superior, returned to 
Graymoor-in-Japan he appointed 
Fr. Peter Baptist Katsuno, S.A. 
Pastor of Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment Church in Tsurumi. Fr. Peter 
Japtist, a native Japanese who fin- 
ished High School in Japan before 
he emigrated to Canada, was intro- 
duced to Graymoor by our Sisters 
who have a Mission in Vancouver, 
B. C. Ordained in 1940 he served 
as curate there. Later he was 
transferred to Greenwood and from 
there he went to Japan last year 
with our first foreign missionaries. 
As Pastor he is now engaged in 
making contact with his people by 
visiting them in their homes, in the 
hospitals, and in the schools. He 
has already started several very 
promising convert classes and as 
soon as he is a bit more settled he 
confidently expects that attendance 
at these classes will materially in- 
crease. In addition he has the bur- 
den of providing a new rectory and 
a new church for his growing con- 
gregation. 

Fr. Damien Sato, S.A., an Am- 
erican citizen of Japanese parentage, 
who speaks the language perfectly, 
replaces Fr. Peter Baptist as Pastor 
of St. Theresa’s Church in Shink- 
oyasu. 

Fr. Hyacinth Coirin, S.A. was 
appointed Director of the English 
classes taught at our Friary. The 
study of English was, and still is, 
very popular among the Japanese. 
In conducting the many classes dur- 
ing the past few months the Fathers 
in Japan found that they have an 
excellent means for propagating the 
truths of our Faith. 

In a recent letter from Japan Fr. 
Theodore Zabelka writes: “I might 
add that our buildings escaped with 
only minor damage during the ty- 
phoon. We were fortunate because 
there was severe damage and loss 
of life all around us. All of us are 
in good health and spirits, daily 
growing to appreciate our mission- 
ary role for what it means to these 
starving souls.” 

<2: 2 

Our glorious Golden Jubilee cele- 

bration opened on Monday evening, 
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J.C., N. 


C.P., Pa., $1; Mrs. T.H., Pa., 


TF Oe tn 
$3,886.55. 


Mrs. M.V., N. Y., 
St. ANN: Mrs. C.K., Pa., 


$2,096.05. 


Mass., $1. Total $1,755.39. 


$25. Total $777.63. 


$635.40. 


Total $317.98. 


$175.70. 





Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


St. JUDE: Miss E. M., Pa., $ 
Mrs. C.M., La., $1: Mrs. N LaR., N. Y., $1; Mr. A.M., Conn., $2: 
$1; Mrs. G.T., R. I, $3.50; Mrs. 
( $1; Miss C.L., $1; Mrs. W. C., Mich., 
$1; G.T., La., $1; Mrs. G.F., R. I., 
$1. Total $4,386.90. 
St. Francis: G.C., $1; E.K., 


1; M.B., N. Y., 
Y., $1;-Mrs. G. T., La., 


Pa., $2; M.McC., Mass., $1. Total 


St. JOSEPH: Miss A.F., N. Y., 
$7; Mrs. G.P., Mont., $1. Total $3,634.19. 
1; M.K., Wash., D. C., $1; Mrs. 
W.C., Mich., $1; Mr. & Mrs. J.McK., N. Y., $1; LF., Conn., $1; 
P. @ HLK., N. Y., $1. Total $3,258.65. 

St. CHRISTOPHER: Mrs. M.A., L. 
Hotel N.W., N. Y., $2.50; Mrs. M.F., N. Y., $1; B.Q., Pa., $2; 
M.M.McQ. IIl., $2. Total $2,422.65. 

LiTTLE Flower: Mrs. G.K., N. Y., $1; Mrs. F.M., Wyo., $2; 
H. E., N. Y., $.25; Mr. & Mrs. J.C., Mass., $5; M.H., Conn., $1; 
Mrs. C.A., Conn., $.25; Anon., $1; Anon., $1.80; Thru Bro. B., 
$1.60; Thru Father T., $5. Total $2,254.68. 

Our LApy or PERPETUAL HELP: Mrs. A.C., N. J., 


Our LApy oF ATONEMENT: Ajl., Mass., $1; H.W., N. Y., $1; 
M.M., N. Y., $1; Ajl., Mass., $1; Miss E.M., Pa., $1; Ajl., Mass., 
$1; J.L., Mass., $1; Mrs. H.W., 
N. Y., $1; A.L. Mass., $1; A.S., Mass., $1; A.J., Mass., $1; Ajl., 


$1; Ajl., Mass., $1; Ajl., Mass., 


INFANT OF PRAGUE: Miss E.M., Pa., $1. Total $1,032.35. 
St. Patrick: J.F., N. Y., $5; Thru Frater A., $60; St. P. Guild, 


St. ANTHONY: Mrs. C.T., $1; Miss E.M., Pa., $1; A.C., N. Y., 
$1; N.S., N. Y., $100; A.C., N. Y., $6; Mrs. T.P., N. Y., $1. Total 


BLESSED SACRAMENT: Mrs. E.McC., N. Y., $3. Total $543.83. 

SouLs IN PurGaTory: Mrs. A.C., Minn., $1. Total $453.10. 

St. MICHAEL: M.M., N. Y., $3. Total $375.25. 

SORROWFUL MortHeR: J.R., N. Y., $1. Total $370.82. 

Bi. Martin DePorres: M.M., IIl., $5; Mrs. M.M., Minn., $1; 
Anon., $.51; Anon., $6.30; Miss M.M., Pa., $1; Anon., $2.14. 


MOTHER CApsRINI: Mrs. M.St.L., Mich., $2; Mrs. M.M., Mich., 
$1; Mrs. M.St.L., Mich., $3. Total $231.95. 

Our Lapy oF FATIMA: Miss A.C., Va., $1; Mrs. S.M., Okla., 
$5; LW., Ill., $1; Miss A.C., Va., $1; J.C., N. Y., $1. Total $220.62. 

SACRED HEART: Mrs. M.A., L. I., $2.50; Miss E.M., Pa., $1; 
M.S., Ill., $1; Mrs. K.G., N. J., $1; Mrs. G.P., Mont., $1. Total 


St. GerarbD: A.L., Wisc., $1. Total $95.93. 

SACRED SHOULDER: F.H., $2.50. Total $2,168.20. 

Our Lapy oF Lourpes: J.B., Minn., $1. Total $1,902.05. 
FATHER Paut, S.A.: J.B., N. J., $2. Total $1,534.05. 


$1; E.W., Pa., $1; 


$1; Miss B.B., La., $2; Mrs 


$2; Hotel N.W., N. Y., $2.50: 


I., $2.50; M.G., La., $10; 


$1. Total 








October 3 with the chanting of the 
Transitus of St. Francis, a beauti- 
ful ceremony that commemorates 
the death of our Seraphic Father. 
The High Altar in St. Francis Cha- 
pel which originally stood on the 


very spot on Mt. Alverna where our 
Holy Father received the Stigmata 
in 1224, was banked high with all 
the beauty of Autumn’s foliage. 
Bouquets of fluffy white chrysan- 
themums, tall, straight, pink glad- 
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Our four departing missionaries and the assemblage intone the hymn 
“Veni Creator Spiritus.” 


iolas, bowing crimson roses, small 
golden mums, masses of vari-colored 
oak and maple and elm leaves, and 
one white unseasonable lily raised 
with loving care, all freely gave their 
beauty to the honor of God. High 
above the altar itself, gleaming in 
the whitest of linen and richly dec- 
orated with red and gold dossal and 
antependium, our Holy Father St. 
Francis looked down calmly and 
kindly as his children knelt before 
his shrine, singing the very hymn 
that he seven hundred 
years ago while he lay dying on As- 
sisi’s bare ground. “With my voice 
I have cried to the Lord—with my 
voice | have made supplication.” 
And our voices cried out too— 
cried out in thanksgiving and jubi- 
lation. For on this same day just 
fifty years ago our Father Founder, 
Father Paul of happy memory, 
first came to Graymoor to make the 
foundation of the Friars of the 
Atonement. We venerated the relic 
of St. Francis and as our Very Rev- 
erend Superior General blessed us 
with it, each of us was filled with 
emotions of holy pride and grati- 
tude; pride that we belonged to the 
glorious family of Francis, gratitude 


sang over 


that we belonged to the Sons of the 
Atonement. 

The following morning, October 
4 the feast of our Seraphic Patron, 
we had our Solemn Mass of Jubilee 


a Mass of Thanksgiving. As we 


“Sl 


cassocked 
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walked in solemn procession to the 
outdoor altar our eyes were filled 
with the breathtaking beauty of 
Graymoor in the Fall that mirrors 
the Beauty of God. The green grass, 
the dull blue sky, the mountains in 
the distance all green and red and 
yellow and gold with their lavishly 


varied hues, gladdened our hearts 


and raised them to the Creator of 
all beauty. 


Slowly the procession of black 
students, brown robed 
friars, diocesan clergy, and religious 


moved to the rustic altar we use for 


pilgrimage Masses on 


Then 


Sundays. 
came the ministers of the 
Mass in their rich white vestments, 
and finally the Bishops clad in the 
vivid crimson of their office. 

he day was mild but cloudy. 
Occasionally the storm clouds gath- 
ered overhead and threatened to 
break but the sun always came 
through, justifying our confidence 
that our Holy Patrons would pro- 
vide us with a perfect day for our 
Jubilee. 

Under the able direction of Fr. 
S.A., the 
priests, brothers, and students joy- 
fully sang the wonderful Gregorian 


Regis Barber choir of 





Very Rev. Father Ignatius Smith, O.P., delivers a moving and inspiring sermon. 











Bro. Donatus S.A., receives the kiss of peace from the Very Reverend 
Father General. 


Chant that was already old when St. 
Francis trod the earth. 

It is a tradition of long standing 
that Franciscans and Dominicans 
join together in the celebration of 
the feast days of their Holy Foun 
ders. For this reason, on this St. 
Francis Day, we were more than 
happy and honored to have Fr. 
Ignatius Smith O.P. as the preacher 
of our Jubilee Sermon. There are 
other more intimate and personal 
reasons too. Fr. Smith knew and 
admired Fr. Paul, our Founder, for 
many, many years. He always was 


and still remains sympathetic to- 
wards the ideals of our Holy Socie- 
ty, and in the early days when op- 
position and obstacles made progress 
slow and difficult he was a tower 
of encouragement and strength. 

As teacher of homiletics, as Dean 


of the School of Philosophy, and as 
Director of the Preacher’s Institute 
at the Catholic University of Amer- 
ica, Fr. Smith at one time or an- 
other taught at least eighty-five of 
our ninety-nine priests. He has 
watched us grow, he has guided us 
by his wisdom, he has helped us by 
his influence. He is a true friend 
who will ever be in our hearts and 
in our prayers. 


In conversation after the 


Mass, 
Fr. Smith told us of his first meet- 
ing with Fr. Paul, our Founder. In 
the summer of 1909 Fr. Paul, then 
an Anglican, went to the Franciscan 
Monastery in Washington to seek 
advice about his entrance into the 
True Church. Quite some time be- 
fore he had taken a private vow 
never to touch money and so when- 
ever he travelled alone he was ac- 
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customed to present his open purse, 
asking that the proper amount pe 
taken from it. 

On this” particular day, Fr 
Smith, who was then a theologian 


at the Dominican House of Stu 


l 1e8 
in Brookland and not yet ordained, 
was returning from a dentist ap- 
pointment by street car. At the 
Washington Union Station stop he 


heard the conductor loudly and 


rudely ordering someone off the car 


if he wouldn’t pay his fare. Turn- 
ine around, Ir. Smith saw a little; 
bald headed man in a brown habit, 
with sandalled feet, standing with 
his hand outstretched offering his 


little black purse to the apoplectic 
conductor who violently and abso- 
refusing to take the 


lutely kept 


mol 


ey. Since Father Paul just as 


absolutely kept refusing to touch 


the money and also kept retusing to 


leave the car the pair were at an 


impasse. T 


» relieve the situation 
Fr. Smith arose, went to the back 


of the car, fished the proper 
from the purse, and dropped _ it 
into the fare box. Fr. Paul thank- 
ed him, of course, and chatted with 
him during the three mile trip out 
to Brookland. 

\t the dinner, His Excellency 
Bishop McDonnell told us of his 


recent visit to Japan for the observ- 
ance of the centenary of St. Francis 
Xavier and of his conversations with 
MacArthur, The General 
McDonnell to do 
everything in his power to send more 
missionaries to Japan. The people 
there are hungry for Christ’s truth 
and once instructed, will make good, 
peace-loving Christians. 

Bishop Lane of Maryknoll point- 
ing out that Graymoor and Mary- 
knoll were neighbors in other 
Houses and in Japanese territories, 
expressed the hope that soon we 
would be neighbors in South Amert- 


General 


asked Bishop 


Ca also. 

Bishop Lane gave us an amusing 
and human sidelight on Marvknoll’s 
founder, Bishop Walsh. We used 
to play baseball with Maryknoll 
every year on Ascension Thursday. 
It was a traditional date but in 1927 
through some oversight in arranging 
the schedule Maryknoll found that 
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ey 


they were booked to play another 
Not to dis- 


breaking the 


seminary on that day. 


yppoint Graymoor by 
traditional series, Maryknoll sent its 
second team for the game. It 


In the Graymoor An 


was 
disastrous. 
nals for July of that year the fol 
lowing account of the game appear- 
ed 

“It was our hope to have the cam- 
pus sufficiently completed to enable 
us to play the annual game of base- 
with a from 
Maryknoll on Ascension Day. How- 


ball thereon team 
ever, this hope was not realized and 
the game was played on the base- 
For the first 
time in this annual series of contests 


ball field at Garrison. 


upon the diamond, Graymoor won 
with a score of three to two. This 
victory was a source of unfeigned 
joy and encouragement to our St. 


John’s students e 

When Bishop Walsh read this ac- 
count in the Lamp he was not pleas- 
Bishop Lane, 


ed and summoning 


who was then Rector of the Mary- 
knoll seminary at that time, demand 
ed an explanation of the 
sishop Lane told him of the con- 
flict in the schedule, but this 
very reasonable explanation did not 
Maryknoll’s Founder. 
“Wasn't it wonderful” 
Bishop Lane, “that our two Foun 


defeat. 
even 


satisfy 


, concluded 


ders despite their preoccupation with 
many important affairs and despite, 
or maybe because of, their evident 
remained human 
enough to be keenly interested in the 
defeats of the ball 


sche Xt Is id 


sanctity always 


and 
teams representing their 


victories 


* *K K * 
Very Reverend Father Angelus 
then spoke briefly, extending a 


hearty welcome to all and express- 
ing his thanks in the name of the 
whole community to all who con- 
tributed their efforts towards mak- 
ing the Jubilee such a happy one. 
That same afternoon the departure 
ceremonies for our Japanese mis- 
sionaries were held. 3ishop Mec- 
Donnell, representing Cardinal] 
Spellman, presided and preached. 
These departure ceremonies are af- 
fecting. The Father General reads 
the letter of appointment to the for- 
tign missions, prayers for a safe 
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Very Reverend Father General (center) accompanies Bro. Donatus 
(left) and Fr. Valentine Datty to bid them farewell at the plane term- 


inal as they started on their long journey. 


journey and a fruitful ministry are 
said, and the kiss of peace is given. 

Four more 
to Japan, three pr‘ests 
and one brother. ‘That brings our 
total to three brothers and 
priests in the Orient. 


missionaries are on 
their way 
nine 


Fr. Ambrose Kenny, S.A. who 
was assistant Superior and Master 
of Clerics at Washington last year 
was a Chaplain in the Army from 
1943-1948. He served in the Alas- 
kan theatre for twenty-eight months. 
He then did a tour in Army Hos- 
pitals. His second overseas duty 
took him to Manila and then to 
Okinawa. Fr. Kenny was born in 
Worcester, Mass., the son of Mary 
and Michael Kenny. He was or- 


dained in February 1939. 
Fr. Eric 
Hammond, 


comes from 


where he at- 


Tampe 
Indiana, 






tended Central Catholic High 
School. He was ordained last Feb- 
ruary. 


Fr. Valentine Datty, the only son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Solindo Datty 
came to Graymoor from West Cath- 
olic High School in Philadelphia. 
He was ordained with Fr. Tampe. 

Bro. Donatus Saville was born in 
Troy, N. Y. He attended St. Mary’s 
Parochial School and the La Salle 
Institute. He took his vows as a 
Graymoor Brother in 1943 and has 
worked in the kitchen and _ tailor 

Most of the past five years 
he has worked in the administration 
office and along with all his other 
work was able to find time to direct 
the choir and play the organ. We 
shall miss him at Graymoor, but we 
are reconciled for we know that he 
will be a great help in Japan. 


shop. 














By Ralph Thomas, 8. A. 


vs 


“Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that seek Him with their whole heart.”—Psalm 118, 2. 


What country has the most missionaries working 
in Catholic foreign missions? 
Mrs. T. F. Gloucester, Mass. 
France has for many years been the leader on the 
active foreign mission front, and still ranks first. Latest 
figures estimate 15,523 French missionaries in various 
territories. Of these 4,502 are priests, 1,919 brothers, 
and 9,102 sisters. Americans in Catholic foreign mis- 
sions number slightly more than 3,000. 
ss & « 
Does the word ”Christian,” besides referring to 
Catholics, indicate all the various kinds of Protestants? 
J. L. B. Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
This is a word used loosely and vaguely to desig- 
nate sects some of which do not even believe Christ’s 
divinity, or the power of the Sacraments, and many of 
whom hold various and contradictory views regarding 
Christ and His teaching. Originally, the term “Chris- 
tian” meant “Catholic Christian.” But with the com- 
ing of Protestantism it came to mean anyone who is 
a Jew or Mohammedan. The term “Catholic” indi- 
cates one who holds Christianity in its “fullness” or in 
its catholicity. 
. = © 
Please explain Christ words to the Scribes while 
curing the paralytic: “For which is easier, to say, ‘Thy 
sins are forgiven thee,’ or to say, ‘Arise, and walk’?” 
(Matthew 9:5-6) 
P. McC. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
These words, from the Gospel of the Eighteenth 
Sunday after Pentecost, manifest Our Blessed Saviour’s 
supernatural power. To instantaneously cure a para- 
lytic and to forgive sins are both divine works. But the 
first of these, i.e. giving the paralytic power to walk, 
is a visible miracle. When the Scribes beheld Christ 


curing the paralytic they would be also led to realize 
that “the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 
Since Christ has this power, He could also com- 
municate it to His Apostles and their successors, and 
they also could, in His name, work miracles and forgive 


sins.” 


sins. 
— 2 

Are there any notable remains still existing in Scot- 

land of the monasteries built by St. Columba? 
M. H. Jersey City. 
Columba, settling in Iona in 563, labored in preach- 
ing Christianity throughout Scotland for thirty-four 
years. He and his followers established many monas- 
teries with the foundation at Iona as the mother house. 
Remains of Columban foundations are to be found on 
the islands off the west coast, including Tiree, Skye, 
Garveloch, Harris, North and South Uist,, Lismore, 
Mull, Eigg, Canna, Colonsay, as well as east and south 
of the Drumalban mountains. All down the east coast, 
as far as Forth, we find the name “Colum,” “Colm,” or 
“Comb” still associated with churches, parishes, wells, 
and fairs. Thus to-day, we may say that place names, 
names of churches, and grass-covered earthen mounds 
or fragments of walls (the latter known only by anti- 
quarians) still bear witness to the saint of Iona who 
worked so energetically to plant the faith in Scotland. 
+ & * 
Who was the founder of the Knights of Columbus? 
K. D. Scranton, Pa. 

Father M. J. McGivney of the diocese of Hartford 
organized the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Its nation- 
al headquarters are in New Haven, Connecticut, and 
there Columbia, the official magazine, is issued. Its 
patron is Columbus, the discoverer of America, and 
thus the Knights are confined to the America’s. 








For the convenience of our readers, questions of a general nature of interest to all, are answered here. 


Address inquiries to: Father Ralph Thomas, S. A., The Lamp, Peekskill, New York. 
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(LIFT UP YOUR 


id 


By David Gannon, 


Cy 


AST month I left you in the 
L attic at Montour Falls. The 

attic is all cleaned out now. 
It was a task we shall long re- 
member. We were able to salvage 
very little. It all added up to a 
sizable contribution to the city 
dump. 
After the clean-up came the archi- 
tects to draw plans for the renova- 
tion. It seemed as though the school 
was really built, in God’s designs, 
fora Catholic Seminary. Very few 
structural changes were necessary. 
We took down a partition and 
found the room ideal for the friars 
chapel. The fourth floor rotunda 
made another beautiful chapel large 
enough for nine altars. We cut a 
door through the rotunda wall on 
the first floor, into what was an 
auditorium, and we had a fine large 
chapel for the students. Even the 
number of columns were just 
enough for the symbols of the 
twelve apostles: There are just 
enough trees in the drive to place 
an outdoor set of the stations of the 
Cross between them. Yes, God’s 
ways are wonderful to behold. With 
eyes of faith we can see God’s Hand 
in all things. I feel sure Charles 
Cook would not have died the frus- 
trated unhappy man he was, if it 
was given to him to see what is hap- 
pening to “People’s College” now. In 
the future it will really be a People’s 
College—a seminary where young 
men will be trained to be the angels 
of Jacob’s vision going to God with 


“\Sursum 


HEARTS) 





ql” 


S.A. 


Fr. 


their prayerful offerings and bring- 
ing down to God’s people His choice- 
est blessings and graces. 

After the architects came the con- 
tractors and then the labor leaders. 
From my experience here, it seems 
to me that we priests while writing 
and preaching on the rights of labor 
should not forget the obligations of 
labor. I have had to study the Taft- 
Hartley law and learn to speak pro- 
foundly about my _ constitutional 
rights. One labor leader told me 
very naively that his union did not 
wish to “persecute the Church.” I 
had to remind the gentleman that 
Christ Himself was a laborer ; that 
the church has been the champion 
of the laboring man; that centuries 
before his union began, the Church 
organized Guilds to protect laboring 
classes. He has been very co- 
operative since. My one dread has 
been a strike in any one of the 
mechanical trades. The building 
is so badly needed by the fine 
chaps who are cheerfully living like 
gypsies is crowded quarters at Gray- 
moor that there just cannot be a 
hold-up. Pray for us that it may 
not happen. 





David Gannon, S.A. 


The long “Good Friday” is al- 
most over. We can see beyond all 
the difficulties yet to come to the 
horizon of a glorious “Easter Day” 
—the Dedication. The renovation 
work is moving very rapidly. The 
outlines of the future seminary are 
clearly seen. Our great benefactor 
and friend the Most Reverend Ed- 
ward Kearney, D.D. has been a 
spiritual father to the Friars. We 
have found him most gracious, most 
kind, most interested. Before the 
consecration of the Dedication Mass 
the Bishop in the words of the 
Preface will exhort, “Sursum 
Corda” (Lift up your hearts) 
and the friars choir will respond 
“Habemus ad Dominum” (We have 
lifted them up to the Lord). And 
so we shall. To God Almighty in 
adoration, praise, thanksgiving and 
petition. In adoration of God as 
Lord of all. In praise for all that 
He is, all Powerful, all Merciful, 
Present Everywhere, Infinitely 
Beautiful, Just, Wise, Holy and 
Good. In thanksgiving for all that 
He has done for the Society of the 
Atonement. In petition for our 
needs and those of all our Bene- 
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factors, the rich and the poor, the 
great and the humble all over the 
globe who have made our work pos 
sible.. We shall ask that they may 
enjoy the glory of His Holy face 
forever. 

We are not inserting a new cor- 
here. The old will 
A record of the original 


nerstone one 
remain. 
cornerstone laying has this to say 
of the ceremony: 
formed at the Court house in Hav- 
ana (Montour Falls) at 10 a.m. on 
September 2nd 1858, and proceeded 


“A procession 


to the college grounds, Colonel 
E. C. Frost acting as Marshal in 


order as follows: Marshall, Colonel 
Cook, Guards, Captain J. E. Mul- 
ford, President and trustees of the 
college, orator, chaplain, and several 
other speakers of the occasion, the 
governor of the state and other of- 
ficers of the state and United States 
governments and persons who had 
been especially invited to be present, 
presidents and 
sors of other colleges, clergymen and 


trustees, profes 


gentlemen of other learned profes- 
sions, the architect of the college 
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ory 


a 


A recent picture of St. John’s at Montour Fails, N.Y. 


edifice and the principal mechanies 
engaged upon it, free and accepted 
Masons in full regalia, teachers of 
public and private schools of learn- 
ing, stockholders of the college and 
\fter the ex- 
ercises were concluded the proces- 


citizens generally. 


sion formed again and marched to 


a large tent in an adjacent field 





A nearby waterfall. One of several which add to the 
beauty of nature in the vicinity of Montour Falls. 


where a_ collation served to 
those who had tickets by J. Giles 
landlord of 
Wines and other 


intoxicating drinks were excluded 


was 


Esquire, the 
Montour House. 


worthy 


from the table and college grounds, 
E-x-Gover- 
Seymour, 


Speeches followed by 
nors Bouck, Seward, 
Hunt, Clark, Patterson, Church and 
Sheldon. Also Honorable David 
Wilmot and Horace 
Mann.” 


Honorable 


“The list of articles deposited in 
stone follows: 


Bible 


b. Charter of college and by-laws 


the corner 


a Holy 


were as 


of trustees 


c. Blue Book (Congress) 


d. Red Book (New York State 
Manual) 

f. Message and documents of 
President Buchanan 1858. 

g. Lives of Governors of New 


York State from Clinton to 
Fish. 

h. Governor King’s last annual 
message. 

i. Autograph letter of Governor 
King 

j. Autograph letter of Ex-Gover- 
nor Hunt 

k. Autograph letter of [Ex-Gov- 
ernor Bouck 

|. Autograph letter of [Ex-Gov- 

ernor Clark 
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many, 
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m. Autograph letter of Ex-Gov- 
ernor Seymour 


n. Autograph letter of Ex-Lieut. 


Gov. Patterson 


o. Autograph letter of Ex-Gov- 
ernor Church 

\utograph letter of Cyrus W. 
Field, the man who laid the 
\tlantic Cable. 


q. Pieces of the 
presented by 
M 3 Decker 


Atlantic Cable 
Master James 


r. A brief history of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 


s. A brief history of the Presby- 
terian Church 


t. A brief history of the Meth- 
odist-Episcopal Church 


u. Order of the exercies of the 
day 


v. Introductory hymn of Rey. S. 
Mill Day. 


w. Closing one by John B. Look 
x. Morrill’s land bill and speeches 
on same 


y. All the principal newspapers 
published in most of the large 
cities of the union, and in 
the communites adjoining 
Schuyler County and in 
many of the other counties 
of the state. 

This 


cornerstone, sacred to so 


shall remain where it was 


placed by Christian gentlemen who 


God sincere in 
This, I feel 
sure, is how our Beloved Founder, 
Father Paul, sincere Pro- 
testant, would wish it to be. Inci- 


vorshipnped their 


once a 
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the Honorable William 
Seward mentioned as being present 
for the cornerstone laying 
Secretary of 


dently, 


was 
State under President 
Abraham Lincoln during the dark 


No Grea ter Joy 


Did tears come to your eyes when 
you were told 


That soon your trunk would be in 


ship’s dex Pp hold, 

And you upon the deck, o’er ocedn 
WadTe, 

Bound for Japan, those many souls 
to save? 

They came to mine,—big tears of 
wondrous joy, 

Fulfillment of a dream, when but a 
boy, 

That I should sail the seas to foreign 
lands 

And plant the Cross of Christ on 
pagan strands 


No greater joy could come to me 
this day; 

For this great work preserve ie, 
Lord, I pray. 


Contributed 
Apnnnenyyyit 


days of the Civil War. So ends the 
early history of the property which 
is now St. John’s Atonement Sem- 
inary at Montour Falls. 
in a 


It opened 


blaze of glory in 1858, it 


closed in the gloom of financial 
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uw 


1943, 


years of neglect, vandalism and de- 


disaster in followed by six 


vastation—truly “an old waste 
place.” 
What will its future ‘be? Will 


it be as the Prophecy I found in 
the attic asked, “in existence when 
people date their letters with 1999 
or 2121?” The may be 
from last Golden 
edition of the Lamp, celebrating 
the fifty years of the Society’s 
existence, years of steady progress 
midst of trials and many 
Father Paul, although 
blessed greatly by Almighty God, 
shared the cross of Christ through 
life. Severing all con- 
nection with Protestantism he 
followed the “Kindly Light” into 
the Catholic Church. 3ut 
when he was safe within the church 


answer 


gleaned month’s 


in the 
dif ficulties. 


his whole 


even 


he experienced a mixture of joy 
and sorrow; the joy of God’s grace 
in his faith, and the sorrow 
that came to him from the hostility 
outside the church and the suspic- 
ion within. He had an unshake- 
faith in God’s word. It 
Abraham’s. Father 
Paul was the “Violence” of which 
Christ speaks that carries heaven 
When he and his few com- 
panions were hungry in the early 
days God fed them partridge. No, 
he did not buy it, a live wire was 
the medium. Father Paul did not 
disdain the partridge as the food 
of the rich. He was a human. He 
thanked God and enjoyed the bird. 
Today his spiritual sons are reap- 
ing what he sowed. The future 
history of the new St. John’s will 
be a glorious one if those who cross 
its threshold capture the spirit of 
their Father 
ity embraced the 


new 


able was 


as strong as 


way. 


Founder whose char- 
world. 
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A Very Important Game 


ERRY and Alice 


Gorman and 


pert, flaxen-haired Gretchen 
Little, who always walked 
home from school with Katherine, 


halted for a moment as they always 
did came to the trim 
picket gate before the Dunson house 
and Katherine stcod 
her 


when they 


for a moment 


with hand on the gate. They 
were still discussing next week’s bas- 
ketball with Central High 
which could clinch or lose the city 


pennant. 


game 


“We've just got to win!” Alice 
said firmly. 
“You can see what it means to 


me personally,” Terry said. “This is 
my last year. For three years now 
Central has been the one to keep us 
from the city championship. It will 
be my last game next week. I guess 
you can see how I feel.” 

“That’s how we all feel, Terry,” 
Gretchen assured him. 

“We've got to 
Gorman repeated fiercely. 
just got to beat Central!” 

“Oh, we'll win alright,” Katherine 
said airily and swung 


Alice 
“We've 


just win!” 


the gate open. 
like silly chil- 
she walked up 
the graveled path to the big, rambling 
old two-storied house. “All that to-do 
over a ball game!” 


“They're all acting 
dren,” she thought as 


She felt much older and very 
superior. 

“Going to drop in at Teen Town 
tonight, Katherine?” one of them 


called to her as she reached the door. 
“Oh, maybe,” she flung over her 
shoulder as she went into the house, 
but she knew with a shivery little 
thrill that she would not. 
At the dinner table 
asked the same question. 
“I'm going down to the public 
library,” Katherine said, without 
taking her eyes from her plate. Well, 


her mother 


By Frank A. Reeds 


Yd] 
she thought, it’s the truth—I 
the public library 

“There is Teen Town 
tonight,” her father said. “I 
you ll to dance awhile 

1 are through at the library.” 

“Yes,” Katheri said meekly 
“Yes, I'll dance a while 
ifter I leave the library.” 

And that, the truth, 


thought fiercely, trying to beat down 


am 
yoing to 
a danc at 
suppose 


want after 


probably 


too, 1s she 


her own uneasy feeling of meanness 
and guilt. 
as she selected 


her clothes for the evening with a 


In her room later, 


good deal more than usual care, she 
tried to convince herself that it was, 
after all, her parents’ fault that she 
could not tell them about this date 
with Jiggers Bordey. If they only 
knew, she thought, how bored a girl 
could get with Teen Town, and talk 
of classes and picnics and basketball 
games with Central High! But her 
parents would not approve of Jig- 
That he was so 
different. It wasn’t just that he had 
quit school to go on his own in the 
After all, Dave Tiers had 
after his father’s death 
to work in the factory and Dave was 
no different than any of the others. 
Maybe it was just that Jiggers Bordey 
had a way with him. He knew what 
he wanted from life and he meant 
to get it and get it before he was 
too old to enjoy it. Anyway, that 
was the way he said it, and it sound- 
ed pretty convincing, coming from 
Jiggers. 

“He’s—he’s a little 
those old-time pirates,” 


gers. because 


Was 


we rid. 


quit school 


like one of 
she thought, 
with a pleasant little shiver. 
Reluctantly, she discarded the crisp 
three-tiered taffeta dress of gold 
edged with green, because it would 
be pretty hard to explain wearing 
that dress to the library, even with a 


Teen Town 


last she compromised on a chic litt 
I 


dance afterwards. At 
date dress with candy cane bands on 
billowing taffeta sleeves as being 
least 





thing in 
With a casual coat 


decided, her parents would not 


“school-girlish” 
wardrobe 
| 


ver it 


be too critical; though she felt prett 


certain she was in for some goad 
natured razzing at the library 

Fx r one 
the 


the library, 


as she st 


od in 


leaving for 


moment, 
living room before 
she was on the point of 
all out to them, of asking 
their permission. But she knew that 
she could never do that. It would d 
no good to say, “His name is Jiggers 
Bordey. Everyone calls him Jiggers 


blurting it 








I don’t even know his real name and 
I guess no one else does. He’s only a 
little older than I, but he knows all 
the important people. Why, he even 
calls Mr. Levitt, who owns the Side 
Car and the Last Chance, ‘Snaky. 
I heard him do it, when we were all 
out in front of the Sweet Shop, 
across from the school and Mr. Levitt 
came by. That’s how I met Jiggers— 
at the Sweet Shop. He drops in there 
once in a while, but I suppose, like 
he says, it all seems pretty small stuf 
to him. Kid stuff, he calls it. After 
all, he must make eighty or ninety 
dollars a week; sometimes more than 
a hundred, he says. You see, 
punch boards and empties the slot 
machines all over town. He does tt 
for Snaky, but he with the 
money he’s making, sometime he'll 


he sells 


says, 


have his own slot machines.” 
No, you couldn't say that. They 
wouldn’t understand. But that was 


because they didn’t know Jiggers. 
She had taken two textbooks and 





her notebook to the library with her, 
but she might as well have left them 
at home. Jiggers Bordey kept getting 


pages. She 


the simply 


between 
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ygers. 


oks and 


couldn’t help thinking about her com- 
ing date with Jiggers. Only she didn’t 
really think of it as a date. “Dates” 
meant going to Teen Town and the 
Junior play and basketball games 
with Beany Johnson and Snoopy 
Walls and Egghead Moore. This was 
diferent. She thought of this as an 
adventure. 

For one thing, Jiggers had prom- 
ised to meet her at the library in a 
taxi. Katherine could not resist look- 
ing across the rows of library tables 
to where Beany Johnson sat bent over 
a history notebook. Imagine Beany 
taking anyone any place in a taxi! 
She remembered Jiggers’ vivid ac- 
count of how he had twice fought 
valiantly in night clubs in defense of 
awoman’s good name. She felt pretty 
certain that Beany had never fought 
in defense of a woman’s good name. 
Nor Snoopy Walls. Nor Egghead 
Moore 

She left the library ten minutes be- 
fore closing time to wait outside for 
Jiggers. On the way out, she handed 
her books to Beany Johnson. 
“TI from you 
morning,” she told him airily. 
The library had been closed for 
fifteen minutes before Jiggers arrived. 
He was in the front seat of the taxi 
beside the driver and got in 
with him. She saw that a man and a 
woman were in the back seat. The 
taxi swung away from the business 
ection into a residential district. 

“Where in the world are we go- 
ing?” she asked. 

Jiggers nodded toward the back 
sat and answered in a low voice. 

“Bill here has to drop these people 
and make a pick-up call first,” he 
told her. 

When the two had left the taxi 
and the driver had picked up an- 
ther couple a few blocks beyond, he 
turned to Jiggers Bordey. 

“These folks are going east,” he 
aid. “How about the Golden Crow? 
It’s right on the way.” 

“Good enough, Bill,” Katherine’s 
‘ort agreed, his voice sounding not 


them in the 


get 


she 





with her, 
left them 
t getting 
simply 


tall like that of a modern prince or 
ancient pirate. 
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Katherine had an uneasy feeling 
that this was not exactly the way 
night-clubbing was done in the pop- 
ular stories she had read. The ap- 
pearance of the Golden Crow was 
not reassuring. Just inside the door, 
a fat little man behind a cigar coun- 
ter greeted them. 

“That last batch punchboards you 
bring,” he growled at Jiggers with a 
beetling frown, “you charge me 
twelve, but is only ten. I don’t like 
that.” 

“Mistake,” her companion said 
quickly, flushing. “Bring you two 
more first thing in the morning.” 

“You do that,” the fat little man 
said. “And time, 


business.” 


next no funny 

It was a small place, not scrupu- 
lously clean. There were rows of 
booths, not too well lighted, against 
the walls; a brightly-lit juke box and 
a handful of tables at one end of a 
tiny dance floor. They took one of 
the booths. 

Once, they tried dancing, but it 
not He had been 
drinking; he bumped into people, and 
he was very rude to the people he 
bumped into. So they went back to 
the booth and Katherine felt utterly 
desolate. The voices all around her 
were the strident voices of people 


was successful. 


who had long ago forgotten how to 
enjoy life but were doggedly deter- 
mined to enjoy life nevertheless. 

had about decided to 
ask her companion to leave when she 
saw him staring past her toward one 
of the tables. 


Katherine 


“That guy over there keeps look- 
ing at you,” he said in a loud voice. 
“T don’t like it.” 

Katherine bit her lip. 

“T don’t like it,” he repeated loud- 
ly. “It’s time someone taught that guy 
manners.” 

He got up and lurched toward the 
tables. 

Katherine picked up her purse and 
almost ran across the little room to 
the door. Outside, the air was fresh 
and clean and good. 
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“So that’s how Jiggers Bordey 
fights for a woman's good name!” she 
thought, with tears in her eyes as 
she hurried toward a bus stop. 

Her mother was reading in the 
livingroom when she got home. 

“Enjoy yourself, Katherine?” she 
asked. 

“I'm tired, Katherine said truth- 
fully. “I didn’t have much fun.” 

“Where are your books, dear?” 

“Beany Johnson took them with 
him,” Katherine said. 

“Oh, Beany,” mother 
smiling. “Beany’s a nice boy.” 

Upstairs, in her room, Katherine 
took off the candy cane dress which 
was suddenly distasteful to her and 


said, 


her 


slipped into a dressing gown. She sat 
for a long time looking scornfully at 


her reflection in the dressing-table 
mirror. 
“You're a little liar,” she told the 


reflection savagely. “A liar and a 
cheat and an arrogant, stupid little 
fool!” 

She knew suddenly that, though 
she may have been a fool, she would 
not stand for being a liar. She got 
up determinedly and went downstairs 
to her mother. 

When she left her mother, half an 
hour later, she felt infinitely better. 
She was even able, back in her room, 
to grin ruefully at her reflection in 
the mirror. 

“You're a mighty lucky girl, Kath- 
erine Dunson,” she told herself. 

When she had gone to bed and 
turned out the light, she lay for a 
long time watching the wavery shad- 
ow patterns traced by the corner 
street light on the bedroom wall- 
paper. . 

“A week from tonight,” she found 
herself thinking, “is the big game 
with Central High.” 

As she closed her eyes and pulled 
the covers closer about her, she was 
wondering if Beany Johnson would 
ask her to go to the game with him. 

“We've just got to win!” she said 
aloud, gripping the covertops fiercely. 
“We've just got to beat Central High 
this year!” 
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N 1912, when the Graymoor 
cll was still very small 

and had no means of support 
Our Founder, Fr. Paul placed the 
burden of providing food squarely 
in the hands of St. Anthony. He 
then wrote. “We have commended 
to our big Franciscan Brother in a 
special manner the Bread problem 
at the Friary and we doubt not that 
St. Anthony will do for us all and 
more than we ask.” 

He then tells of the first petition 
to St. Anthony that came to Gray- 
moor, on the very day that the 
beautiful statue of St. Anthony 
was placed in its niche on the Gos- 
pel side of the High Altar in St. 
Francis Chapel. It read as follows: 

“IT beg you to pray with me for 
the recovery of my little baby, An- 
thony, who is quite ill if this be to 
his eternal salvation.” 

About two weeks later came this 
second letter from the Saint’s client: 

“IT was very happy to hear that 
I was the first petitioner of St. 
Anthony at his new shrine and 
thanks be to God and St. Anthony 
our little baby is practically well 
now. There is no better friend in 
this world than St. Anthony. Ever 


since my early childhood he has 
given me at times almost visible 
help.” 

From that time we have con- 


ducted a Perpetual Novena to St. 
Anthony at Graymoor. In the past 
thirty-seven years literally millions 
of petitions have been sent in to 
St. Anthony’s Graymoor Shrine. 
Every evening at Night Prayers we 
remember them all. 

One of the first ordinances of 


our new Father General was that 


the Perpetual Novena to St. An- 
thony be extended to all of the 


houses of the Society all over the 
world. Moreover, in our principal 
houses at Graymoor, Washington, 
Saranac Lake and Graymoor-in- 
Japan a Missa Cantata in honor of 
St. Anthony is celebrated every 
Tuesday for the spiritual and tem- 
poral welfare of our benefactors. 

\mid an almost universal break- 
down of morality—a _ veritable 
flood of temptation of every sort,— 
it becomes increasingly difficult for 
the average Catholic to live up to 
the high principles of our holy 
Faith, unless he has constant resort 
to .the 
practically put, 


grace of God, or more 


to the Sacraments 


which are the channels of that 
grace. This is so obvious that it 
hardly seems necessary to labor the 
point. But in addition to these ever 
open fountains of grace, the 


Church in her solicitude for our 
spiritual welfare not only holds out 
to us the rich treasures of the Sac- 
raments and the added 
of the sacramentals,—she likewise 
such de- 
votions and may 
strengthen and foster the spiritual 
life among her children. Devo- 
tion to St. Anthony then, is one of 
those legitimate forms of popular 
devotion fostered by the Church, 
and those who maintain loyalty to- 
wards the glorious Saint of Padua 
are certainly rewarded with many 
graces and: blessings in both the 
spiritual and temporal order, and 
their spiritual life is that much the 
richer for so holy a friendship. If 
one finds, therefore, that he enter- 
tains sentiments of love and af- 
fectionate esteem for this ‘holy 
Patron, he should certainly cherish 
such sentiments and cultivate an 
even greater love of the great Saint, 
who, though kind towards all, is 


assistance 


encourages in every way 


practices as 





particularly close to those who love 
him more. 
truly, in the words of his Litany, 
“a chosen intercessor” and “a con- 


To such as these he is 


ri 


tinuous worker of miracles! 

It is a true observation that St 
Anthony constantly concerns him- 
self with the little things of time in 
which we are order 
to draw us more easily to the larger 
eternal 
which he is interested. Hence we 
are not surprised at this passage 
taken from a letter recently received 


interested, in 


issues of consequences in 


at Graymoor from a client of the 
Saint. “...he has 
my prayers! A ring that was lost 
and I thought I’d never get back, 
I have it on my finger. Not only 
that, but he has helped me to re 
turn to the Sacraments after ten 
years of living in sin...” Here 
then is a loss turned to great gain 
thanks to the good offices of St. 
Anthony. ‘Restorer of lost things’. 

Lest it be supposed that St. An- 
thony numbers his most 
clients among the women folk, we 
are pleased to make note of a letter 
received from a man who gave 4 
holy picture of the Saint to a friend 
of his, whose wife was. stricken 
during the recent epidemic of polio, 
suggesting that he recite the prayer 
on the back of the card in behalf of 
his wife’s recovery. His wife and 
the two children, likewise in danger, 
recovered. The man then writes, 
“Being a fellow employee, he said 
that he will have to start going tl 
church again. I did not know that 
he did not attend church. But ! 
hope St. Anthony, who when I have 
recommended him to any one to ask 
a favor, has never failed me, will 
please grant that this fellow-en- 
ployee will start and continue to g° 


good answered 


zealous 


to church.” 
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HE sixteenth century was an 
era of many saints. No 
other age, perhaps, has pro- 
vided so many and such a variety 
There was the 
austere Pius V, the loving 
and lovable Philip Neri, and Ca- 
therine, the mystic of Genoa. 
Then came Ignatius Loyola with 
his Company of Jesus and Francis 
Xavier who roamed the Orient in 
search of then Teresa of 
Avila and John of the Cross lead- 
ing the reform of the Carmelite 
Order; next Felix of Cantalice and 
Pascal Baylon, both Franciscan 
brothers, and Peter of 
who inaugurated a move- 
ment in the And 
the grand procession grew large 
illustrious as it added 
the martyr-saints of Gorkum in 
Holland with Peter and his fol- 
lowers who sang exultantly as they 
crucified for the faith at 
Nagasaki in Japan. 
However, of all the imposing ar- 
ray one figure stands out as uni- 


of God’s heroes. 
Pope 


souls ; 


Alcantara 
reform 


Friars Minor. 


and more 


were 


que. He was a Negro, the son of 
slave parents, first a hermit, and 
then a Franciscan brother. He 
was a man who could neither read 


nor write and yet served as super- 
ior of his friary, as the advisor of 
prelates and of rulers, and ‘was 
remembered by his contemporaries 
as a many miracles. 
His name was Benedict the Moor, 
or Benedict, the holy Negro. 
Benedict born in 1524 or 
1526 in the village of San Fratello 
in the diocese of Messina, Sicily. 
He was the first son of Christo- 
pher and Diana who as natives of 
Ethiopia had been taken into 
slavery and brought to Sicily to 
work on the large estate of Vin- 
cent Manasseri. 


worker of 


was 


Benedict was an 
exemplary son of exemplary par- 
ents so that even at the age of ten 


Benedict: Saint of the Negro Race 


By Titus Cranny, 8A. 


he was called “Il Santo Moro—the 
holy Moor.” 

As a young boy Benedict tended 
the flocks and worked in the fields 
of his master. He prayed con- 
stantly during his hours of work 
and during the allotted siesta he 
was wont to continue his prayers in 
some secluded cave or grove, away 
from the fellow 
workers. 


company of his 
He often spent his free 
days in the churches out of 
votion to the Sacrament. 

When eighteen years old Bene 


de- 
Blessed 


dict bought two oxen with money 


from his labors and thus as a 
ploughman was able to earn more 
and to give further aid to his par- 
ents and to the poor. Records of 
his physical appearance reveal that 
he was a very handsome young 
man, of somewhat lighter skin than 
his parents, but sufficiently dark 
as to be recognized as a Negro. The 
name “Moor” often 


with him, comes from 


associated 
the 
people who even today will speak 
of the Negro as “Il Moro—the 
Moor.” 

One day in 


Italian 


1545 Benedict 
with a group of workers mowing 
a field. \s they stopped to rest 
Benedict met with a barrage of 
jibes about his about his 
parents, and 


was 


color, 
about his 
But he said nothing in reply. This 


ancestors. 


virtuous action caught the eye of 
Jerome Lanaza, the founder of a 
nearby hermitage, who made this 
“You joke now about 
this big slave fellow, but in a few 
will hear of his fame.” 

Mystified by the words, Bene- 
dict prayed to God for guidance 
and within a short time his prayers 





prophe CV: 


years you 


were answered through the same 
Jerome who came again, advising: 
“Sell the oxen and come to my 
hermitage.” Immediately the holy 
Negro took leave of his parents 








and family and went to the her- 


mitage of Santa Dominica, about 
six miles from San Fradello. Here 
he found a community of hermits 
following the Franciscan rule in 


its pristine rigor, especially in re- 
gard to poverty, and adding a 
fourth vow to observe the Lenten 
fast perpetually. Admitted as a 
novice Benedict became a member 
of what was then regarded as one 
of the strictest communities in the 


Church, with its rule of several 
hours of daily prayer and_ its 
usual food of herbs, water and 
black bread, begged from _ the 


neighbors. 

Told that St. Paul, the first her- 
mit, wore a tunic of palm leaves, 
Benedict for him- 
self and wore it always until bade 


made the same 
to change to the woolen garb of 
the other hermits. Then 
the penetential palm robe beneath 
his habit all the time and 
later as a Franciscan brother. Soon 
he became known outside the com- 
munity by layfolk who carried 
home their pious stories about the 
good brother. 

When Benedict’s reputation in- 
creased and the number of visitors 


he wore 


even 


grew correspondingly, the hermits 
move. The new site 
but it’ did not grant 
them the peace and solitude they 
desired—the people still came. The 
community moved again, to the 
top of Mancusa, bleak, 
barren, and practically inaccessible. 
But apparently this place, inhabited 
by wild wolves and other beasts, 


decided to 


was Pindeca 


mountain 


was not a happy choice for the her- 
mits, within a short time 
they moved again to Mount Pelle- 
grino, about three miles from Pal- 
ermo where on a level stretch of 
land near the summit, they built 
their huts and lived according to the 
plan of the ancient monks of 


and so 


350 


Egypt, earning a meager livelihood 
by weaving hampers and baskets. 

When Jerome died several years 
after Benedict came to the com- 
munity, the hermits unanimously 
selected the holy Negro as their 
superior despite others who were 
older and better educated. They 
chose Benedict because he was holy 
and this qualification was to be 
used later after he had become a 
Franciscan. 

In 1562 Benedict 
thirty eight years old, he received 
word from the Holy Father, Pope 
Pius IV, that the community should 
disband and that the 
might join any of the other existing 
orders in the Church. At first 
the holy man thought of entering 


when was 


members 


the Capuchins since their mode of 
life seemed close,to that which he 
had been leading. However, be- 
fore making his decision final, he 
visited the Cathedral in Palermo 
and before the statue of Our Lady 
received “illuminations” that he 
should join the Reformed Fran- 
ciscans at the convent of St. Mary 
of Jesus, just outside the city. 

Approaching the Franciscan 
house, Benedict was met and joy- 
ously welcomed by the guardian and 
other friars. They had heard of 
3enedict many times and had come 
to look upon him as a master of the 
spiritual life. His reputation for 
holiness would, they felt, lend much 
weight to the newly-begun reform 
movement. Since Benedict had al- 
ready taken solemn vows in the her- 
mit community, he made no novit- 
iate nor profession of vows but sim- 
ply transferred his obedience to the 
local guardian. His first assign- 
ment with the Franciscans was at 
St. Anna of Juliana, a house of rec- 
ollection, where he remained three 
years as cook. Then he returned to 
the convent of St. Mary of Jesus, 
there to spend the rest of his life 
in the same occupation except for 
his terms as superior and vicar. 

In 1578 the friars held their 
provincial chapter at Palermo, sel- 
ecting Benedict as the guardian, for 
they wanted a holy superior. As 
soon as his name was mentioned, 
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— 


St. Benedict the Moor 


there was a litany of pleas—from 
Benedict—as to his unfitness. He 
was only a lay brother, he was a 
Negro, he did not know how to read 
or write; it would not be proper to 
have a brother as superior of priests, 
especially when there were many 
holy and learned among those who 
might be chosen. But the friars 
ignored his protests and the leader 
of the Chapter gave a formal pre- 
cept of obedience that Benedict 
should accept the position and so 
he became their “Father Guardian,” 
the title used as a sign of his au- 
thority. 

As guardian Benedict was the 
model he had always been, perform- 
ing many of the menial tasks him- 
self. He swept the friary, cleaned 
the stoves, worked in the garden, 
served the sick, and went out in 
quest of alms. Often too, he car- 
ried water and wood and assisted 
in the kitchen. If occasion de- 
manded his correcting a priest, he 
did so, but most kindly and tact- 





Maurice Mathews, S.A 
as a Franciscan Hermit. 


Drawn by 


fully, referring to his learning and 
to his high calling 
his obligation to 


which made 
perfection 


Benedict’s 


even 
greater. holiness was 
evident to all in the charity given to 
the poor and in the conferences to 
the brethern wherein he showed a 
keen knowledge of the scriptures 
and of spirituality. 

When his term as guardian ex- 
pired, Benedict went to another 
provincial chapter, this time at 
Girgenti. Nearing the city, he was 
greeted by a large crowd of people 
who kept shouting: “II Santo 
Moro! Il Santo Moro!” He bles- 
sed the people who knelt before 
him and sought to touch his habit. 
During the chapter Benedict was re- 
lieved of his duties as guardian, 4 
change which he desired, but was 
made vicar of the friary—and ac- 
cording to one biographer—also 
master of novices. Though he 
could neither read nor write he was 
well versed in the science of relig- 
ious life and hence well qualified t0 
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lead young aspirants in their pur- 
suit of Christ after the example of 
St. Francis of Assisi. 
While vicar of the friary, 
dict displayed the 


3ene- 
virtues 
One au- 


same 
as when he was guardian. 
thor tells us that he “knew him to be 
endowed with the spirit of humility, 
from the fact that he al 
most constantly taught the novices, 


es] it cially 


and gave them very holy instruc 


tions as to how they could 


serve 
the Lord with humility and with 
purity of heart and mind. Though a 





model superior he wore the title un 


easil\ He wished to be where he 
felt more at ease—in the kitchen 
And so after three years as vicar, 
Benedict 


cool hoping to serve the 


returned to his duties as 
Lord in 
peace and quiet for the rest of his 
davs But the sought-after-tran- 
quility was not to be his; his reputa- 
tation for holiness and as a miracle- 
worker had spread among the peo- 
ple who had heard of cures of the 
blind, of the deaf, of the lame, of 
And so the sick 
came to Benedict, the sick of soul 


the cancerous 


as well as the sick of bodv, seeking 
for health from this messenger of 
God. Writers say that even the 
viceroy of Sicily and the Arch- 
bishop of Palermo occasionally came 
to the friary to seek out his com- 
pany. 

Of the many miracles attributed 
to Benedict one 
interest. 


seems of special 
On one occasion a blind 
man knelt before the holy brother. 
He wanted Benedict to restore his 
sight. As the holy friar traced the 
sign of the cross over the sightless 
eyes, the man cried out in an ecs- 
tacy of joy: “T can see! I can see! 
Brother Benedict has cured me!” 
Naturally a crowd gathered to see 
the cause of the excitement 
wanted 


They 
to see the blind man who 
could now see and they wanted to 
see Benedict who had cured him, 
but he was nowhere to be found. 
Finally when discovered, Benedict 
simply asserted: “It was the Bles- 
sed Virgin who performed a mira- 
cle. I had to hide. Those good 


people would think I had done it, 
poor wretch of a sinner that I am.” 


Indeed 
Our Lady 


Benedict gave credit to 
for all the miracles. He 
knew the role she plays in man’s 
life. “Have confidence in the in- 
tercession of Mary, our 
Mother,” he would 


will cure you. 


heavenly 
‘and she 
You must not en- 
tertain the least doubt, 


say, 


and she will 


“as It You? 


meone agave a smile today, 

Ind all the we was brighter, 
ness filled the air, 
lighter 








ind many hearts were 


Was it you 
Someone knelt in prayer today, 
And a weary road grew straighter ; 
Burdens fled and strength appeared 

Ind faith and peace were greater. 

Was it you? 

Someone spoke a cheerful word 

And skies scemed so much bluer; 

Vew hope revived within a heart, 

And joys received were truer. 
Was it you? 


Someone lent a helping hand 
Ind comradeship was dearer; 
Blessings promised were attained, 
Ind happiness drew nearer. 
Was it you? 
Daisy Ridings 





in 


console and help you.” He ré- 
ferred to Our Ladv as his “power- 
ful advocate and his loving co-re- 
demptrix.” And 


testimony of two friars, when Bene 


according to the 


dict was once praving before the 
statue of the Madonna and Child, 
the figures came to life and Our 
Lady presented him with the Divine 
Infant. This event is comemorated 
by a statue in the friars Church in 
Palermo, showing the 
Benedict with the 


kneeling 
Savior in his 
arms. 

Though Benedict was a man of 


eminent holiness, his brother was 


not. In a fit of anger Mark had 
murdered a man. He was caught, 
jailed, and sentenced to death. 
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Everybody expected Benedict to 
make a plea for mercy, but his at- 
titude as expressed to the viceroy, 
was this: “My Lord, Mark, is my 
brother, but 1 do not want to in- 
fluence you in the impartial dis- 
charge of your difficult office. Do 
what justice dictates to you.” Mar- 
velling at such a statement, the ruler 
decided to grant full pardon to the 
that Benedict’s 
penances would atone for the crime. 

\fter 


prayer and penance 


criminal, judging 


more than 27 vears of 
with the friars, 
the rigors of life began to tell upon 


the faithful brother. Though us- 


ually in good health, he was taken 
seriously ill with a fever in Jan- 
uary, 1589 that death 


was near the friars summoned John 


Thinking 


Palermo mer- 
Benedict’s, 


Dominic Rubiano, a 


*hant and a friend of 
who wanted to be with the brother 
at the end. But Benedict predicted 
that the sickness was not to be fatal. 
“Tt pleases the Lord,” he told them, 
“that at this time I escape this in- 
firmity; however, at the next, I 
will depart this life and it will be 
soon because I have already fin- 
As foretoid, he 
this sickness, but 


ished my course.” 
recovered from 
just for two months. He fell ill 
again on March 4. Despite the in- 
tense sufferings he wished nothing 
to ease them and when someone of- 

dying friar 
that so many 
body? 
To what purpose so many remedies 
Redeemer 


medicine, the 
“How is it 


fered 
asked : 
delicacies are given to the 
and medicines? If our 
suffered so many torments in His 
bitter passion for love of me, why 
should T have so many attentions?” 

\fter a month’s illness the sum- 
mons came. After receiving Holy 
Viaticum and begging pardon of the 
community for his faults, he placed 
himself in the hands of Jesus, Mary, 
and Francis. Then with a face 
beaming with joy the saintly 
brother “Into thy hands, 
O Lord, I commend my spirit.” At 
this moment Sister Death came. It 
was April 4, Tuesday of Easter 
Week, about 7 o’clock in the even- 


cried: 


ing. 


Quickly, Benedict’s body was 








placed in the burial vault of the 
friary to avoid any exceptional dem- 
onstration by Three 
years later the remains were trans- 
ferred to the sacristy of the church 
and then moved again in 1611 to the 
Chapel of Our Lady in a shrine 
erected by Philip III. To- 
day the body, still incorrupt, rests 


the people 


King 
in the friars’ church of St. Francis 
at Palermo. 

Devotion to Benedict spread very 
rapidly, especially in Spain, in Port- 
ugal, and in the New World. In 
Lisbon the Christian Negroes 
founded a confraternity in his honor 
and celebrated his feast with great 
solemnity and devotion; the King 
himself participated in these ob- 
1619 And in the 
Indies no saint was honored 
than the Brother 
Benedict. The following words 
from an Indian of San Jose, Mex- 
ico, indicate the widespread devo- 
tion that prevailed in that country: 
“The people of New Spain show 
their devotion to St. Benedict. Not 
only do they erect altars and chapels 
and hold processions in his honor, 
as well as sing his praises, while 
having 


servances in 
West 


more humble 


Masses’ celebrated, the 
church bells rung, and other obser- 
vances by which saints are honored. 
But, as I have particularly noticed 
on the feasts of St. Benedict of 
Palermo, they mark the day with 
music of three types 
dian, and African. 


Spanish, In- 


“Thus the Christian Negroes of 
those parts, far from their country 
as they are, and well as they, like the 
Jews in Babylon, might say: How 
can we sing in a foreign land? on 


this occasion manifest their joy by 


singing and playing their national 
music in America as if they were at 
home in Africa. 

“In addition, on the feast of St. 
Benedict there are discourses, ser- 
mons, and panegyrics in his honor. 
I myself have delivered such in the 
port city of Vera Cruz.” 

Benedict was enrolled among the 
blessed in 1743 and made a saint of 
the Church by Pope Pius VII in 
1807. Devotion to him seems to be 
ever-widening and increasing with 
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more than twenty institutions in the 
United States dedicated to his 
honor and_ placed 

lhe 
Name Washington, 


. in particular, are prominent in 


under his pro- 
tection 


Holy 
D. ¢ 


Franciscan friars at 


Co lege, 


fostering devotion to their holy con- 
frere. And it is only proper that 
interest in and 


dict 


Bene- 
should be promoted and en- 
couraged, especially in these days 
of racial prejudice and misunder- 
standing 
Benedict 


devotion to 


For though a 


became a saint. 


Negro, 
Love of 
God marked his success in life, not 
the amount of money he had, not 
the color of his skin, not the rank 
he attained in \nd con- 
sequently just as the people of the 
sixteenth 


society. 


and later times 
revered Benedict for what he was, 
so today people should respect the 
Negro for what he is—a child of 
Almightly God, a brother in Christ, 
and in America a citizen entitled to 
the rights, duties, and responsibili- 
the 


century 


ties of greatest nation under 


heaven. 
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Requiescant in Pare 
ed 


We commend to the prayers of 
our readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased subscribers and their near 
relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Sister Mary Irene O’Connor, Jo- 
seph Mashek, Rev. Martin F. Red- 
dy, Mrs. Frederick T. Conley, Fred- 
erick Mitchell Smith, Catherine 
Cikowski, Mr. John Murray, 
Theresa Jackson, Sr. M. Raphaela, 
William F. Gallagher, John Pollock, 
John Rheinhardt, John _ Stilling, 
Matthias McDonald and Myrtle 
Gertrude McDonald; Patrick and 
Jane Walsh; Joseph Edward Ellis; 
Mrs. K. Altnann; William J. Bar- 
rett; Edward Hogan ; George Stapf; 
Robert M. Johnson; Mrs. Eugenia 
Duffy Melvin Smith; 
Mrs. Mary D. Carr; Mrs. Catherine 
D. O’Brien; Mrs. Loretta Kk. 
taliata; W. T. 
Esther Murphy Creighton ; 


McGovern: 


Ret- 
Mrs. 
(nnie 

Ballasty; 
Alice Cole- 
Callahan; 
Dittman; 
Graham; Mr. and 


Summers ; 


E.  Garrigan; 
Mrs. Bridget 
man Norem; 
Mrs. K. Benmerick; A. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Mrs. P. Looney 


Joseph 
Fallon ; 


Catherine 


; Kate Looney; H. 
Looney; Nora Looney; Dela Co- 
wan; Mary MeMellis; Mrs. 
I. Sharpe. 


leresa 
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